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CURRENT    NOTES. 


No  Truck  with  Home  Rulers. 

From  The  National  Review  (March,  1910) : — "  It  cannot  be  proclaimed 
too  often  or  too  emphatically  that  while  the  Unionist  Party  yield  to  none 
in  their  desire  to  heal  the  Anglo-Irish  feud,  which  has  been  a  prolonged 
Imperial  misfortune,  they  would  under  no  conceivable  circumstances 
be  tempted  to  betray  the  men  of  Ulster  and  elsewhere  who,  through  good 
and  ill  report,  have  stood  by  the  Union,  which  they  have  suffered  much 
to  maintain.  Plain  speaking  will  save  further  misunderstanding.  Great 
Britain  can  never  consent  to  any  measure  of  Home  Rule,  or  to  anything 
which  might  lead  up  to  Home  Rule.  Had  we  no  regard  for  Irish  interests, 
with  which  ours  are  indissoltibly  bound  up,  the  law  of  self-preservation 
would  veto  the  lunacy  of  setting  up  a  Transvaal  at  our  doors,  which  in 
due  time  would  become  a  German  base  of  operations  against  Great 
Britain.  The  first  act  of  a  Redmond  Cabinet  would  be  the  appointment 
of  some  Dr.  Leyds — probably  Mr.  Devlin — to  raise  the  civilised  world 
against  us,  and  we  can  guess  the  diplomatic  relations  that  would  exist 
between  Dublin  Castle  and  Potsdam.  When  the  Irish  once  realise 
that  separatism  is  entirely  beyond  the  range  of  practical  politics,  and  that 
no  British  Government,  whatever  its  composition  or  whatever  its 
majority,  would  ever  be  allowed  to  disrupt  the  United  Kingdom,  they 
will  abandon  purely  destructive  politics,  and  discard  purely  destructive 
politicians  on  both  sides  of  the  Atlantic  who  have  their  different  axes 
to  grind,  and  will  turn  towards  the  constructive  policy  of  Tariff  Reform, 
which  is  a  condition  of  the  permanent  success  of  the  land  purchase  policy, 
and  alone  affords  any  prospect  of  the  development  of  Irish  industries." 

A  Foreign-Kept  Party. 

Mr.  J.  Redmond  in  the  course  of  an  address  at  a  private  meeting  of 
the  London  Nationalists  held  in  the  Westminster  Palace  hotel  on  March  4, 
said : — 

He  regarded  an  early  election  as  certain.  The  last  election  in 
Ireland  was  paid  for  by  the  Irish  in  America.  The  coming  election 
must  be  paid  for  by  the  Irish  at  home  and  in  Great  Britain. — Freeman's 
Journal,  March  5. 
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The  American  Dollars  again. 

Referring  to  a  speech  delivered  in  the  House  of  Commons  by  Mr. 
O'Brien,  Mr.  Dillon,  in  the  course  of  a  speech  at  Manchester  on  February 
26,  said:— 

"  There  was  one  other  observation  in  that  speech  which  appears 
to  me  shockingly  mischievous  and  unpatriotic  ;  it  was  that  we 
could  not  have  fought  the  late  elections  but  for  American  contri- 
butions, and  that  Ireland  had  refused  to  subscribe,  when,  as  a  matter 
of  fact,  Irishmen  subscribed  more  to  support  the  Irish  Party  than  in 
any  year  for  the  last  ten  years.  Owing  to  the  splendid  success  of 
Mr.  T.  P.  O'Connor's  mission  in  America,  we  did  not  raise  a 
Parliamentary  fund. — Freeman's  Journal,  February  28. 

"The  Father  of  Dynamite." 

With  reference  to  the  announcement  that  has  appeared  to  the  effect 
that  "  Mr.  Redmond,  M.P.,  has  thanked  Mr.  Patrick  Ford  for  sending 
£1,000  for  the  support  of  the  Parliamentary  party,"  Mr.  F.  H.  O'Donnell 
writes  as  follows  to  the  Times : — 

I  am  an  Irish  Nationalist.  I  hold  by  the  policy  of  Grattan  and 
Butt.  But,  however  opposed  to  the  views  of  the  leading  English 
journal,  I  am  a  suppliant,  above  all  in  its  columns,  for  the  right  to 
repudiate,  as  an  ordinary  honest  man,  the  abominable  complicity 
in  which  Mr.  Redmond  and  his  party  are  brazen  enough  to  involve  the 
name  of  Ireland.  The  Friend  of  Humanity  who  wants  to  abolish 
the  Upper  House  of  Parliament  in  virtue  of  the  support  of  the  Father 
of  Dynamite  !  Every  kind  of  historical  publication  of  later  years 
about  Ireland  is  full  of  the  infamies  of  Pat  Ford,  of  New  York,  and  his 
policy  of  outrage  and  massacre.  I  have  before  me  a  book  on  the 
"  Troubled  Times  in  Ireland,"  by  Mr.  T.  D.  Sullivan,  ex-M.P.,  and 
ex-Lord  Mayor  of  Dublin.  At  page  166  he  records  these  lines  from 
an  article  by  Ford  in  his  organ,  the  Irish  World,  dated  January  26, 
1884,  two  years  before  the  first  Home  Rule  essay  of  Mr.  Gladstone — "  If 
dynamite  is  necessary  for  the  redemption  of  Ireland,  then  dynamite 
is  a  blessed  agent,  and  should  be  availed  of  by  the  Irish  people  in  their 
holy  war.  The  Creator  called  nothing  into  existence  in  vain."  And 
so  on  in  the  maudlin  blasphemy  of  which  this  creature  has  a  speciality. 
Year  after  year  Ford  had  filled  all  this  abominable  time  with  similar 
appeals  to  the  lower  barbarism.  He  said  on  December  25 — the  Christian 
festival — in  the  year  1883 — "  Let  Parnell  and  his  band  of  Parlia- 
mentarians go  on  in  their  way,  and  God  bless  them.  Let  Davitt  start 
an  agitation  in  England,  and  God  bless  him.  Every  man  can  do 
service  in  his  own  way.  Success,  say  we,  to  the  National  League, 
and  more  power  to  dynamite."  To-day  Ford's  variation  is — -"  Let. 
Redmond  and  his  band  of  Parliamentarians  go  on  in  their  way,  and  I 
will  colllect  dollars  for  them."  In  the  course  of  the  proceedings 
before  the  Special  Commission  there  were  read  to  the  Court  extracts 
from  Pat  Ford's  directions,  in  the  Irish  World  of  August  28,  1880 — 
so  long  and  persistent  was  this  advocacy — for  burning  all  London  to 
the  ground  "  on  the  night  that  the  wind  was  blowing  strong"  by 
means  of  Irishmen  acting  in  disguise  and  setting  the  World  City  on 
fire  "  in  fifty  different  places."  "  Our  Irish  skirmishers  would  be 
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well  disguised.  They  would  enter  London  unknown  and  unnoticed. 
When  the  night  for  action  came,  the  night  that  the  wind  was  blowing 
strong,  this  little  band  would  deploy,  each  man  setting  about  his  own 
allotted  task,  and  in  two  hours  from  the  word  of  command  London 
would  be  in  flames,  shooting  up  to  the  heavens  in  fifty  different 
places."  I  have  only  now  a  couple  of  questions  to  put  to  Mr.  Redmond,. 
M.P.— Is  he  going  to  return  that  money  to  Pat  Ford  ?  Or  will  he 
wait  to  be  helped  out  of  Parliament  ?  No  civilised  assembly  can 
tolerate  such  stipendiaries. 

To  his  letter  may  be  appended  the  following  extract  from  the  Anglo- 
Celt  (Feb.  26)  Which  ^Patrick  Ford  quotes  in  the  Irish  World. 

"  The  United  States  has  sent  to  the  Irish  Party  to  sustain, them 
in  the  General  Election  battle  no  less  a  sum  than  $150,000  while  Patrick 
Ford,  Fxlitor  of  the  Irish  World  is  inaugurating  another  fund  to  keep 
the  members  in  Parliament  and  thus  win  Home  Rule. 

"It  is  chiefly  owing  to  his  services  that  we  have  a  disciplined 
Party  in  the  House  of  Commons  to-day." 

Thanks  to  such  collectors  Mr.  Redmond  to-day  is  in  the  House  of 
Commons  offering  the  Radicals  his  assistance  in  destroying  the  British 
constitution. 

'*  Independence  "  Demanded. 

The  Freeman's  Journal  of  March  9,  reports  an  account  of  a  meeting 
held  in  Brooklyn,  in  commemoration  of  Robert  Emmet.  The  meeting 
pledged  itself  to  support  the  Irish  Nationalist  Party.  Also  it  pledged 
itself  "  to  work  for  the  attainment  of  Irish  National  independence."  It 
is  from  the  United  States  that  Mr.  Redmond  gets  his  financial  support. 
What  will  the  subscribers  there  think  of  a  Home  Rule  proposal  in  which 
there  are  explicit  safeguards  for  the  indefeasible  authority  of  the  Imperial 
Parliament.  Mr.  Asquith  declares  that  such  safeguards  are  to  be  inserted 
in  his  Home  Rule  proposals.  If  Mr.  Redmond  approves  of  the  Prime 
Minister's  plan,  what  will  his  financial  supporters  in  America  think  or 
say? 

A  Poor  Plucked  Government. 

Mr.  Dillon,  M.P.,  in  the  course  of  a  speech  at  Manchester  on 
February  26,  said  : — 

"  I  am  'sorry  to  say  we  did  not  give  the  Liberal  Party  a  larger 
majority,  for  we  would  have  put  more  pluck  into  them.  This  leads 
me  to  say  a  word  or  two  about  the  characteristic  of  the  Liberal 
leadership  of  the  present  day,  which  appears  to  me  to  be  most 
disastrous — that  is,  timidity." — Freeman's  Journal,  February  28. 

The  Budget  and  Irish  Opinion. 

From  reports  in  the  press  it  appears  that  the  following  local  authorities 
and  other  bodies  in  Ireland  have  recently  passed  resolutions  protesting 
against  the  Budget : — 
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Dublin  Chamber  of  Commerce. 

Dublin  Ratepayers'  Protection  Association. 

Cork  Corporation. 

Cork  Board  of  Guardians. 

Navan  Urban  Council. 

Navan  Board  of  Guardians  (afterwards  rescinded). 

Carlow  Urban  Council. 

Tralee  Guardians. 

Celbridge  Board  of  Guardians. 

Birr  Urban  Council. 

Newcastle  West  Board  of  Guardians. 

Rathkeale  Guardians. 

New  Ross  Urban  Council. 

New  Ross  Rural  Council. 

Delvin  Board  of  Guardians. 

Tipperary  Farmers'  Association. 

Bantry  District  Council. 

Midleton  Urban  Council. 

Limerick  Board  of  Guardians; 

Fermoy  Urban  Council. 

Aghada  Branch  U.I.L. 

Elphin,  Ballyoughter  and  Mantua  Branch  U.I.L. 

Kilmallock  District  Council. 

New  Ross  Guardians. 

Rathkeale  District  Council. 

Clonmell  Board  of  Guardians. 

Midleton  Guardians. 

Schull  Guardians. 

It  is  not  to  be  presumed  that  the  above  list  is  by  any  means  com- 
plete. But  as  it  stands  it  affords  an  indication  of  the  feeling  in  Ireland 
against  the  Budget ;  and  it  is  significant  that  the  local  authorities  whose 
names  appear  on  the  list  are  nearly,  if  not  quite,  all  in  those  districts 
which  are  predominantly  Nationalist. 

What  says  Keir  Bardie? 

"  The  Labour  members  are  in  an  especially  subdued  mood. 
They  have  not  only  lost  some  of  their  members  but  they  have  given 
away  several  seats  at  a  moment  when  every  seat  was  wanted  to  the 
Tories  by  stupid  and  unjustifiable  three-cornered  fights.  It  is  not 
altogether  a  misfortune  that  the  Labour  ranks  have  been  thinned 
by  some  of  their  mem'bers.  They  were  so  much  more  hostile  to  the 
Liberal  than  to  the  Tory  Party  that  they  might  have  found  the 
temptation  to  strike  at  the  Ministry  too  potent  to  be  resisted,  and 
might  thus  have  brought  the  whole  machine  on  the  ground  and 
handed  over  the  country  once  more  to  the  House  of  Lords  and  its 
adherents." — Gaelic  American,  Feb.  26. 

A  Changed  Ireland. 

The  following  extracts  from  a  letter  to  The  Irish  World  by  County 
President  Durkan,  on  a  recent  visit  to  Ireland,  will  be  read  with  interest. 
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After  reading  it  the  thought  naturally  arises — what  becomes  of  the  argument 
that  Ireland  cannot  be  prosperous  without  Home  Rule. 

Great  Falls,   Montana,   January   19,    1910. 
Editor    Irish    World : "  Having    visited    Ireland    last    summer 
for  the  first  time  in  ten  years,  I  was  somewhat  surprised  to  see  the 
wonderful  progress  Ireland  has  made  in  the  last  decade.    .    .    . 

"  It  was  a  new  life  to  me  to  go  back  to  my  native  county  Mayo 
and  pay  a  visit  to  the  grave  where  lies  one  of  Ireland's  greatest  sons, 
and  then  look  around  on  an  open  country,  along  the  River  Moy,  to  see 
the  people  reap  the  harvest  of  Davitt's  past  labour.  Every  village 
and  hamlet  have  changed  so  much  that  a  person  who  has  been  from 
there  for  about  ten  years  could  hardly  recognise  them.  If  I  did  not 
know  the  country  around  those  hamlets,  I  would  certainly  have 
come  to  the  conclusion  that  I  was  not  in  the  place  I  was  raised.  To 
stand  upon  a  hill  and  look  down  upon  the  lowland  as  the  evening  sun 
is  fading  behind  the  western  mountains,  the  slated  houses  would 
remind  you  of  a  little  town.  All  the  thatched  hovels  have  disappeared 
and  those  sanitary  cottages  have  taken  their  place.  The  sanitary 
condition  of  the  country  has  been  improved  so  much  that  it  would 
remind  a  man  who  has  been  from  there  for  ten  years  of  a  New  Ireland. 

"  My  visit  in  Ireland  was  short,  but  I  travelled  continually  to 
find  out  for  myself,  and  all  my  travels  were  confined  particularly 
to  the  congested  districts  in  the  West  of  Ireland,  where  lies  the  most 
acute  problem  of  the  land  question.  I  did  this  for  the  purpose  of 
comparison  between  the  conditions  which  existed  there  when  I  was  a 
boy  and  the  conditions  which  exist  now.  Every  foot  of  ground  I 
travelled  last  summer  I  travelled  a  thousand  times  years  ago.  Con- 
sequently, I  used  no  man's  information  but  the  evidence  of  my  own. 
eyes,  which  convinced  me  of  the  wonderful  improvements  the  West  of 
Ireland  has  made  since  I  left  there.  Where  I  saw  the  wretchedness 
and  want  and  people  turned  upon  the  roadside  by  eviction  and  nothing 
to  shelter  them  but  the  canopy  of  heaven,  their  benevolent  neighbours 
dare  not  give  them  shelter  for  fear  of  being  turned  upon  the  highway 
themselves,  last  summer  I  saw  those  people  enjoying  happiness,  comfort 
and  peace,  and  all  the  thoughts  of  those  dark  days  had  disappeared 
from  their  minds. 

"  People  I  saw  living  in  absolute  poverty  in  swamps  and  on 
barren  hillsides  and  in  bogs  where  they  worked  day  and  night  for 
a  mere  existence,  to  my  astonishment  I  found  them  in  fruitful  land 
enjoying  the  happiness  of  life.  Farms  which  were  formerly  occupied  by 
graziers,  are  now  divided  amongst  the  tenants  ;  land  I  once  saw 
to  be  a  race-course  for  bullock  and  sheep  and  scenery  for  the  eye  of 
the  grazier  is  now  owned  by  tenants'.  .  .  .  My  travels  covered 
a  great  part  of  the  West  of  Ireland,  in  which  I  had  a  good  opportunity 
in  observing  the  wonderful  work  which  has  been  done  in  this  part  of  the 
country. 

"  Ten  years  ago  I  immigrated  from  this  section  of  the  country 
to  tell  the  American  people  of  the  great  injustice  which  those  poor 
people  had  to  live  under ;  injustice  which  brought  wretchedness 
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and  poverty  upon  them,  and  almost  carried  them  to  the  doors  of 
degradation.  Now,  I  return  identically  from  the  same  section  of  the 
country  to  tell  your  readers  of  the  happiness  and  prosperity  I  have 
seen  there." — Irish  World,  March  5. 

The  Cost  of  Radical  Rule. 

At  the  quarterly  meeting  of  the  Meath  County  Council  held  at  Navan 
on  February  28,  it  was  stated  that  the  total  amount  of  compensation  for 
criminal  injuries  since  the  last  annual  budget  granted  on  decrees  was 
£735  3s.  2d.,  while  the  accounts  for  extra  police  amounted  to  £732  8s.  9d. 
for  the  past  year. — Dublin  Daily  Express,  March  1. 

Nationalist  Malice. 

As  illustrating  the  lawlessness  into  which  Mr.  Birrell  has  allowed 
many  parts  of  the  country  to  drift,  it  is  only  necessary  to  refer  to  a  case 
heard  at  the  North  Tipperary  Assizes.  There,  two  policemen  were  awarded 
compensation — one  £200,  and  the  other  £150,  for  injuries  sustained  in  a 
riot  at  Thurles  in  June  last.  From  the  evidence  it  was  clear  that  a  deliber- 
ate attack  was  made  on  the  two  constables, because  they  had  been  prominent 
in  bringing  to  justice  the  men  who  were  concerned  in  the  Holycross  in- 
timidation case.  Mr.  Justice  Madden  in  awarding  compensation  said 
"  there  was  no  other  conclusion  possible,  than  that  this  occurrence  was  the 
result  of  malice  and  ill-feeling  generated  in  the  minds  of  the  attacking  mob, 
because  those  policemen  were  instrumental  in  bringing  the  parties  con- 
nected with  the  Clarke  and  Trant  disturbances  to  justice." 

Boycotting  "morally  right." 

Mr.  J.  P.  Farrell,  M.P.,  in  the  course  of  a  speech  at  a  meeting  of  the 
Drumlish  branch  U.I.L.  held  on  March  13,  at  which  an  official  shorthand 
writer  was  reported  to  have  been  present,  said : — 

"  Farming  is  the  main  industry  in  this  country  and  when  a  man 
who  has  himself  got  all  he  wants  out  of  the  people's  league  and  its 
work  in  the  way  of  large  reductions,  when  that  man  breaks  the  rules 
laid  down  for  the  protection  and  defence  of  his  fellow-countrymen, 
I  say  it  is  perfectly  right,  more  than  that,  I  say  it  is  morally  right  to 
boycott  him.  You  will  leave  him  to  himself,  pase  him  by  on  the  road, 
do  not  deal  with  him  in  the  market,  let  him  go  by  himself  as  a  pariah, 
an  outcast  of  the  people.  That's  better  than  lawyers  and  trades' 
unions.  Therefore  I  only  wish  to  say  that  if  among  fireside  gossips 
where  a  great  deal  of  harm  is  often  done,  people  are  making  complaints 
that  this  or  that  act  of  boycotting  has  not  been  consonant  with  what's 
right,  I  say  to  these  people  let  them  come  out  in  the  open,  let  them 
come  out  of  their  veil  of  anonymity,  let  them  come  to  the  League 
branch  which  is  doing  its  best  under  difficulties,  and  there  they  will 
be  taught  a  lesson  that  will  learn  them  manners  for  sometime.  Do 
not  be  deterred  in  your  course  by  such  conduct,  such  mean  underhand 
conduct.  Stick  to  the  League  and  to  its  principles ;  it  is  an  open 
constitutional  organisation.  No  man  can  compel  you  to  speak  to  Wm. 
Jones  or  Harris  Martin  or  Alic  Percival.  No  man  can  compel  you  to 
speak  to  any  man  who  is  doing  the  work  of  the  enemy  either  by 
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keeping  the  lands  himself  or  helping  others  to  do  so,  for  the  aider  and 
abettor  is  just  as  bad  as  the  man  who  committed  the  offence 
himself.'  — Longford  Leader,  March  19. 

Advocating  Lawlessness. 

At  a  public  meeting  held  at  Ballinalack  on  February  27,  on  the  release 
from  goal  of  five  men  who  had  served  a  term  of  imprisonment  for  cattle 
driving,  Mr.  M.  Ronan,  D.C.,  said  : — 

"  They  all  came  here  to-day  to  welcome  those  men,  and  were 
they  prepared  like  them  to  take  their  liberty  in  their  hands  ?  If 
that  be  so,  you  will  very  soon  have  all  those  ranches  divided.  What 
you  want  is  organisation  amongst  yourselves.  Decide  upon  the 
course  of  action  you  will  take.  Do  daylight  work.  Do  not  be  afraid 
or  ashamed  to  do  it  by  going  to  drive  them  by  night.  There  is  very 
little  use  in  talking  to  a  crowd  of  a  matter  of  this  sort.  It  is  in  your 
own  League  rooms  this  work  is  to  be  done." 

At  the  same  meeting  Mr.  James  Gannon  said : — 

"  They  heard  a  great  deal  about  all  Birrell  would  do  for  them. 
For  two  long  years  they  watched  Parliament,  while  Birrell's  Bill  was 
before  it,  and  the  result  of  it  was  that  this  proverbial  mountain  of 
labour  was  delivered  not  even  of  a  mouse,  as  far  as  the  people  were 
concerned.  The  landlords  got  their  money,  but  as  far  as  the  com- 
pulsion was  concerned,  they  hadn't  got  it.  This  little  victory  they 
had  won  in  Ballinalack  went  to  shew  that  it  was  on  themselves  they 
had  to  rely.  Drive  the  bullocks  and  take  the  consequences,  and  do 
not  be  looking  to  Parliament  for  redress." — Midland  Reporter,  March  3. 

Sinful  Cattle-driving. 

After  a  cattle-drive  in  the  neighbourhood,  that  method  of  agitation 
was  denounced  on  the  following  Sunday  at  all  the  Masses  in  Tullyallen 
Catholic  Church  by  order  of  the  parish  priest,  Rev.  Father  Carolan. 

Father  Carolan  said  he  did  not  believe  any  of  his  parishioners  took 
part  in  the  cattle-drive  that  took  place  a  week  ago,  still,  as  their  pastor, 
he  was  bound  to  warn  them  against  the  evils  of  cattle-driving.  Does 
cattle-driving  cause  serious  damage  to  a  man's  property  ?  Is  it  a  violation 
of  justice  ?  He  was  referring  to  cattle  driven  off  land  which  a  man  has  a 
right  from  a  valid  contract  to  graze,  and  driven  for  the  purpose  of  compelling 
him  to  give  up  the  land.  In  this  case  cattle-driving  was  unjust,  and 
grievously  unjust,  for  it  was  a  serious  breach  of  a  man's  right  to  graze 
his  cattle  on  his  land,  and  also  of  his  right  to  hold  the  land,  and  further 
it  was  sometimes  grievously  injurious  to  the  cattle  driven. 

It  was,  therefore,  a  clear  invasion  of  a  triple  right — the  right  to  graze 
one's  cattle  on  one's  land,  the  right  to  hold  the  land,  and  the  right  of 
ownership  in  the  cattle.  When  a  man  held  land  by  a  legitimate  title,  he 
had  a  perfect  right,  according  to  the  Constitution  and  before  God,  to 
graze  his  cattle  upon  it.  If  with  a  view  to  prevent  the  exercise  of  this 
right,  a  combination  be  formed  against  him,  and  if,  as  a  consequence, 
serious  injury  were  inflicted  either  on  himself  or  on  his  property,  every 
member  of  the  combination  committed  a  grievous  sin. 
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As  far  as  he  was  able  to  judge  from  Theological  principles,  the  cattle- 
driving  could  have  no  other  moral  aspect.  Needless  to  add,  that  those 
who  instigated  people  to  cattle-driving  were  more  guilty  than  the  actual 
perpetrators  of  the  crime  subsequently  committed.  They  should  follow 
the  counsels  of  the  Pastor  whom  God  had  placed  over  them  to  be  their 
spiritual  guide,  and  not  allow  themselves  to  be  misled  by  any  man  or  body 
of  men.  All  charges  for  extra  police,  and  for  damages  for  malicious  injury 
to  cattle  driven,  had  to  be  paid  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  district.  The 
tenants  on  the  Dunlop  Estate  had  a  good  cause,  but  it  must  not  be  supported 
by  sinful  means. — Irish  Catholic,  March  5. 

Secret  Organisations. 

Mr.  Justice  Wright  in  addressing  the  Grand  Jury  at  the  County  Galway 
Spring  Assizes  on  March  17,  made  a  special  reference  to  the  existence  of 
secret  organisations  and  their  evil  result  on  the  condition  of  the  district. 
He  said : — 

"  Among  those  29  specially  reported  cases  there  were  undoubtedly 
some  of  a  very  serious  nature,  such  as  firing  into  houses,  seven  cases  ; 
sending  threatening  notices,  thirteen  cases,  etc.  These  cases  applied 
to  the  infected  or  bad  area  in  the  West  Riding.  There  are  in  it  21 
evicted  farms — the  same  as  last  year,  and  there  are  three  persons 
under  constant  police  protection,  while  last  year  there  were  four. 
There  are  26  persons  protected  by  police  patrol,  as  compared  with  15 
last  year.  Cattle -driving  seemed  to  have  died  out,  and  there  was  no 
reason  to  expect  a  renewal  or  recrudescence  of  it,  at  all  events  at 
present.  It  bad  lost  its  novelty,  he  supposed,  but  he  did  not  profess 
or  try  to  find  a  reason  for  the  present  state  of  affairs.  From  what 
His  Lordship  could  learn  there  was  too  much  reason  to  believe  that 
there  were  certain  secret — or  powerful — organisations  existing  in 
the  county,  and  that  they  were  in  a  state  of  activity,  and  until  they 
were  diminished,  or  checked  in  some  way,  it  was  apparently  hopeless  to 
expect  any  improvement  in  these  infected  areas." — Irish  Times, 
March  18. 

It  now  remains  for  Mr.  Birrell  after  this  judicial  condemnation,  to  take 
effective  steps  against  the  existence  of  these  terrorising  and  lawless  bodies. 
He  can  have  no  excuse  for  declining  to  proceed  against  them. 

Lawless  Clare. 

At  the  opening  of  the  Clare  Spring  Assizes  at  Ennis,  on  March  1 
Lord  O'Brien  of  Kilfenora,  in  addressing  the  Grand  Jury,  said  : — 

"  There  were  some  areas  in  the  county  which  were  not  in  a 
satisfactory  condition,  there  were  spots  here  and  there  which  were 
in  anything  but  a  satisfactory  condition.  There  were  in  the  returns 
that  had  been  submitted  to  him  20  cases  of  intimidation,  and  it  was 
a  very  remarkable  circumstance  that  in  any  of  those  cases  there  was 
not  a  single  individual  made  amenable.  It  was  to  be  most  distinctly 
understood  that  he  made  no  reflection  on  the  police.  From  what  he 
saw,  the  police  were  doing  their  duty  with  energy,  but  it  was  a  very 
pregnant  fact  that  in  all  those  20  cases  not  a  single  person  had  been 
made  amenable.  That  showed  what  intimidation  existed  in  the 
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county  in  certain  areas.  He  was  anxious  to  speak  with  exactitude, 
because  the  greater  part  of  the  county  was,  he  thought,  in  a  fairly 
satisfactory  condition.  Just  to  illustrate  to  them  the  difficulties 
that  the  police  had  to  encounter  and  the  extent  to  which  intimidation 
prevailed  in  the  county,  he  would  refer  to  the  case  of  a  man  named 
O'Dwyer.  He  was  undoubtedly  fired  at.  There  was  no  question 
about  that  ;  but  he  denied  to  the  police  that  he  had  been  fired  at. 
His  hat  was  examined,  and  there  were  to  be  found  20  pellet  holes  in  it, 
and  there  was  one  under  his  ear.  Nevertheless,  so  intimidated  was 
he  that  he  said  he  was  not  fired  at  at  all.  That  was,  he  thought,  a  very 
Significant  example  Of  intimidation.  The  man  practically  admitted  it 
afterwards. 

"  There  was  one  very  distressing  case,  which  he  was  sorry  to  find 
in  this  county  —  a  case  of  attempted  murder  —  of  firing  at  a  man  named 
Galvin.  Galvin,  it  seemed,  acted  as  herd  for  some  gentleman,  and 
in  order  to  induce  that  gentleman  to  give  up  some  land,  Galvin  was 
fired  at  and  hit  on  the  head.  He  received  seven  pellets  in  the  head. 
It  was  clearly  an  offence  under  the  head  of  attempted  murder  ;  but 
in  the  papers  before  him  it  was  stated  that  the  crime  '  had  no  effect.' 
He  made  no  reflection  on  the  police  for  making  that  statement  in  the 
returns  before  him,  because  it  generally  meant  that  the  person  attacked 
did  not  yield  —  that  he  did  not  give  up  his  occupation,  or  farm,  or  some- 
thing of  that  sort.  He  would  not  enlarge  on  a  critical  examination  of 
the  term  it,  '  had  no  effect.'  Perhaps  if  he  were  he  would  qualify 
it  in  this  way  :  '  Save  yi  respect  to  the  head  of  Galvin,'  who  had 
seven  wounds  upon  his  head,  caused  by  swan-shot,  which  they  used 
to  call  in  their  youth  '  Double-duck.'  That  was  the  way  he  would 
qualify  that  expression. 

"  Then  there  was  a  very  bad  attack  on  the  house  of  a  Mr.  Blackall 
He  was  in  his  house,  with  his  wife  and  brother-in-law,  spending  the 
evening  quietly,  when  all  of  a  sudden  from  twelve  to  eighteen  shots 
were  fired  into  the  house  —  into  two  rooms.  Mrs.  Blackall  had  a  very 
narrow  escape.  She  was  playing  at  the  piano,  when  a  bullet  was 
lodged  in  it.  Nearly  all  of  those  twenty  cases  were  connected  with 
agrarian  strife.  There  were  a  great  many  threatening  letters,  some 
of  which  he  did  not  regard  as  being  serious,  but  they  were  all  con- 
nected with  agrarianism."—  D«Wi»  Daily  Express,  March  2. 


Cattle-Killing  in  Clare. 

From  the  Irish  Times  (March  14)  :  — 

A  claim  has  been  lodged  with  the  Clare  County  Council  on  behalf 
of  Mr.  Stephen  O'Halloran,  Sixmilebridge,  for  £12  compensation  for  the 
loss  of  a  bullock  killed  on  lands  held  by  him  from  Lord  Inchiquin  at  Deer- 
park,  Lemeneagh,  hi  the  Burren  district.  The  animal  was  found  dead 
by  the  herd.  It  had  been  shot  through  the  breast,  the  bullet  penetrating 
to  the  lung.  There  have  been  several  "  drives  "  on  Mr.  O'Halloran's  lands, 
and  he  has  been  awarded  compensation  by  the  Clare  County  Court  Judge. 

A  heifer  belonging  to  Mr.  Thomas  Crowe,  D.L.,  was  also  found  shot 
on  an  adjoining  farm,  but  it  is  expected  to  recover,  and  no  claim  has  so  far 
been  lodged.  This  beast  was  on  a  farm  lately  purchased  by  Mr.  Crowe 
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A  claim  has  also  been  lodged  with  the  County  Council  on  behalf  of 
Mr.  Michael  Casey,  Rathcann,  Ruan,  for  £10,  for  a  bullock  which  was  found 
lying  in  a  pool  of  blood  with  the  veins  of  one  leg  severed- 

"  Remember  Craughwell." 

The  quiet  little  town  of  Kinvara  was  thrown  into  a  state  of  most 
intense  excitement  on  Sunday  morning  over  the  appearance  of  a  number 
of  threatening  notices  on  the  dead  walls  of  the  town.  The  notices  were 
headed  "  Remember  Craughwell — Bravo  Ballinderreen,"  and  the  photo 
of  an  elaborate  coffin  with  skull  and  cross  bones  were  skilfully  worked  out 
surrounded  by  a  smoking  rifle.  The  notices  threatened  the  death  of 
Constable  Goldrick  to  any  one  who  paid  rent  or  acted  a  traitor  to  his 
fellow  tenants.  Down  with  grabbers,  God  save  Ireland,  and  "  signed 
Captain  Moonlight,"  were  at  the  end  of  them. — Connocht  Champion, 
March  4. 

The  U.I.L.  at  Work. 

Arising  out  of  the  M'Neill  boycotting  case  to  which  reference 
was  made  in  the  March  issue  of  Irish  Facts,  a  remarkable  case  was 
heard  at  the  Cavan  Assizes,  on  March  4,  before  the  Lord  Chief  Baron, 
when  the  County  Councils  of  Leitrim  and  Cavan  appealed  against  the 
decree  of  the  County  Court  Judge,  awarding  a  farmer  named  Thomas 
William  Abbott —  a  cousin  of  M'NeilTs--£120  for  malicious  injury  to  property. 
The  original  action,  claiming  £250,  arose  out  of  the  malicious  and  wanton 
burning,  as  alleged,  of  50  tons  of  hay,  and  the  destruction  of  a  mowing 
machine,  a  barrow,  and  other  tools,  implements  of  husbandry,  and  also 
injury  to  a  thorough-bred  stallion  at  Drumcrow  North,  near  Kolleshandra, 
within  a  mile  of  the  boundary  of  the  counties  of  Cavan  and  Leitrim. 

Witness's  counsel  handed  in  the  following  letter,  which  the  Lord 
Chief  Baron  read  : — 

SIR, — Please  allow  me  to  bring  under  your  notice  the  decision  of  the 
Aughavass  United  Irish  League,  at  which  it  was  resolved  that  you 
be  called  on  to  explain  to  the  next  meeting,  on  Sunday,  5th  December, 
at  twelve  o'clock,  why,  in  opposition  to  the  wishes  of  the  people,  you 
continue  to  hold  communication  with  the  "  grabber  "  Robert  M'Neill. 

You  are  hereby  requested  to  give  some  explanation,  and  an  under- 
taking that  neither  you  nor  your  family  will  repeat  this  conduct. 
Should  you  not  condescend  to  do  so,  we  may  tell  you  that  things  will 
be  made  as  uncomfortable  for  you  as  we,  your  neighbours,  who  would 
like  to  be  friends  with  you,  can  possibly  make  them. 
Respectfully  yoars, 

AUGHAVASS  BRANCH,  U.I.L. 
Another  notice  was  as  follows : — 

"  Take  notice  that  if  you  are  ever  caught  over  here  again  working 
for  boycotts,  you  will  get  a  short  shift  that  will  bring  you  to  your 
eyesight. 

So  now  look  out  for  yourself. 

CAPTAIN  MOONLIGHT. 
This  is  the  only  notice  you   will  get." 
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Sergeant  King  also  gave  evidence  that  the  following  notice  was 
posted  on  the  gate  of  Aughavass  Chapell : — 

"  Notice  is  hereby  given  that  any  man  found  working  or  trading 

with  John  Abbott  will  be  treated  according  to  the  laws,  for  which  he 

will  have  to  submit  hereafter. — (Signed)  LIBERTY  CLUB." 

The  Lord  Chief  Baron  said  that  the  evidence  was  the  most  disgraceful 

he  had  heard  for  eight  or  nine  years.     "  I  had  no  idea,"  he  added,  "  that 

there  was  such  a  thing  as  boycotting  going  on  in  any  part  of  Ireland." 

To  this  may  be  added  the  following  remarks  reported  to  have  been  made 
at  a  meeting  of  the  South  Leitrim  Executive  U.I.L.  held  at  Fenagh,  on 
March  6,  when  the  President,  in  giving  an  outline  of  the  course  for  future 
action,  said : — 

"  The  same  medicine  will  be  administered  to  M'Neill  of  Aughavass, 
and  to  Harkins  of  Fenagh,  and  all  the  retinue  who  still  persist  in 
sticking  to  their  unpopular  gains.  It  is  to  be  hoped  the  compliment 
used  at  present  will  be  sufficient  to  convince  those  parties  once  and  for 
all  that  our  efforts  will,  if  necessary,  be  re-doubled  until  every  genuine 
evicted  tenant  is  restored  to  their  rightful  home. — Roscommon 
Herald,  March  4. 

Erring  Daughters. 

"  At  a  meeting  of  the  Clonguish  Branch  U.I.L.  held  on  February 
27,  Messrs.  McDermott  and  Meehan,  Kilmore,  made  application  for 
cards  of  membership.  The  meeting  decided  on  not  admitting  them  until 
such  time  as  their  daughters  make  restitution  for  the  discredit  they 
have  brought  about  by  associating  themselves  with  grabber  Jones. 
•  The  action  of  a  great  supposed  Nationalist  was  condemned  for  going 
into  the  toper's  commissariat ;  or  what  is  more  familiar,  the  rancher's 
public  house,  in  Newtownforbes,  where  nothing  but  penniless  citizens 
put  up." — Longford  Leader,  March  5. 

League  Black  Lists. 

The  following  is  an  extract  from  a  notice  of  a  proposed  meeting 
of  the  Moydow  Branch  U.I.L.  : — 

"  A  list  of  the  non-members  will  be  published  in  the   Longford 
Leader,  on  Saturday  12th  March  if    necessary" — Longford   Leader, 
February  19. 
The  same  Nationalist  paper  reports  (March  5)  that — 

"  At  a  meeting  of  the  Drumhard  Branch  of  the  U.I.L.,  held  on 
February  27,  it  was  decided  to  publish  a  black  list  of  all  who  would 
not  join  the  League." 

No  Relief  for  the  Boycotted. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Templeboy  Branch  of  the  United  Irish  League, 
held  on  February  19,  the  following  resolution  was  proposed  by  Mr.  P.  J. 
Gilgan: — 

"  That  as  a  certain  tradesman  is,  in  my  opinion,  sufficiently 
punished,  he  be  therefore  no  longer  compelled  to  take  the  daily  dose 
of  our  famous  medicine." 


128  Irish  Facts.  [April,  1910. 


Several  members  argued  that  the  offender  was  not  adequately  punished 
as  was  demonstrated  by  his  continued  defiance  of  the  rules  of  the  organisa- 
tion, and  expressed  their  determination  to  see  that  the  former  resolution 
would  be  adhered  to  until  the  offending  party"  would  make  the  necessary 
apology."  The  resolution  proposed  by  Mr.  Gilgan  was  not  seconded,  and 
the  Chairman  declared  it  lost. — Dublin  Daily  Express,  March  21. 

U.I.L.  Condemn  C.D.  Board. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Gurteen  branch  U.I.L.,  held  on  February  27,  the 
following  resolution  was  passed : — 

"  That  we,  the  Committee  of  the  Gurteen  Branch  U.I.L.  consider 
the  action  of  the  Congested  Districts  Board  in  striping  off  Mr.  McDer- 
mott's  land  in  Lisbally  as  contrary  to  the  rules  and  constitution 
of  the  U.I.L. ,  and  we  consider  any  man  who  will  occupy  any 
portion  of  that  land  without  Mr.  McDermott's  consent  a  grabber  of 
the  worst  type,  and  shall  be  treated  as  such. — Roscommon  Herald, 
March  5. 

Conflicting  Reports. 

The  following  parallel  composed  of  extracts  from  two  reports  of 
incidents  which  attended  a  recent  Nationalist  meeting  will  be  read  with 
amusement.  They  are  taken  from  rival  local  papers.  Who  shall  say, 
after  reading  them,  what  really  happened  ?  Incidentally  they  disclose  the 
amazing  "  unity  "  6*f  the  united  Irish  Home  Rule  Party,  and  should  prove 
a  useful  illustration  of  what  might  be  expected  on  a  far  larger  scale  should 
Redmond  ever  get  his  Home  Rule  Bill. 

Father  Mulloy  urged  on  a  crowd  Mr.    Leetch    again    essayed    to 

to  hunt  "  the  blackguards  out  of  address  his  adherents,  but  his  voice 

Aughamore "   and  from  the   com-  was    effectively    drowned    by    the 

mencement     it     was     seen      that  shouts  and  yells  of  derision  with 

trouble  would  ensue.     .     .     .  which  he  was  greeted.     The  attitude 

At     this     stage  Father  Mullcy,  of  the  vast  opposition  crowd  had 

heading     those     who     formed  his  now  become  decidedly  threatening 

meeting,  commenced  groaning,  and  and  the  police  were  drawn  up  in  a 

stones  were  thrown  at  the  brake  double  cordon  around  the  0' Kelly  - 

from  which  Mr.  Dillon-Leetch  and  ite  brake.     Father  Mulloy,  Father 

others    were    about    to    speak.     A  Walsh,  C.C.,  and  Father  Kilgarriff, 

fusilade  was   also  started   by     the  with  the  assistance  of  several  other 

opposing    party,    and  "the    police  prominent  men,  succeeded  in  calm- 

were  ordered  by  County  Inspector  ing  the  local  people,those  gentlemen 

Rainsford   "  to  charge,"   with  the  rushing    amongst    the    crowd    and 

result  that    many      people     were  advising  the  people  to  keep  calm 

wounded,  but  none  seriously.     For  and  quiet,  and  to  avoid  being  the 

fully  an  hour  the  greatest  excite-  first  to  start  hostilities, 

ment    prevailed,    and    the    police  At  this  stage  a  crowd  of  about 

freely  used   their  batons  as  stones  100     persons      from      Claremorris 

were  being  thrown.     Father  Mulloy  arrived  on  the  scene,  accompanied 

and  Father  Kilgariffe  were  foremost  by  Mr.  Connor  O'Kelly.     Gaining 

amongst  those  who  were  observed  the  lower  end  of  the  hill  unseen, 
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interrupting  the  meeting,  and  in 
their  company  was  Mr.  T.  S. 
Moclair,  Snugboro',  who  took  a 
prominent  part  in  leading  and 
encouraging  the  stone-throwing 
crowd.  At  this  stage  of  the  pro- 
ceedings the  rattle  of  small  arms 
was  heard  in  the  distance,  and  it 
was  seen  that  Mr.  Connor  O' Kelly 
was  arriving  from  Claremorris. 
There  was  a  loud  outburst  of  cheer- 
ing, and  on  his  appearance  the 
opposition  vanished,  and  from  a 
distance  of  about  300  yards  tried 
to  groan  the  speakers  at  Mr. 
O' Kelly's  meeting,  which  was  the 
largest  almost  ever  held  in  the 
district. — Mayo  News,  March  19, 
1910. 


they  rushed  upon  a  crowd  of  old 
men  and  women  who  had  assembled 
on  an  eminence  overlooking  the 
scene  of  the  previous  encounter,  but 
who  had  taken  no  part  in  the 
hostilities.  The  Claremorris  crowd, 
without  the  slightest  warning,  sent 
showers  of  stones  flying  amongst 
them,  and  some  of  the  fellows,  too, 
were  armed  with  sticks,  which  they 
used  unmercifully  upon  the  aged 
people,  who  were  unable  to  escape 
their  murderous  onslaught — and 
then  came  the  climax.  .  . 

Messrs.  O'Kelly,  Leetch,  Doherty 
(Swinford)  and  others  vainly  at- 
tempted to  deliver  speeches,  but 
their  voices  were  drowned  in 
incessant  shouting,  booing,  and 
groaning.  Eventually  they  de- 
sisted from  any  further  attempts  at 
speech  making. — Western  People, 
March  19,  1910. 


Rival  League  Branches. 

From  the  Irish  Times  (February  28) : — 

A  lively  debate  took  place  at  a  meeting  of  the  Mid-Tipperary  Executive 
U.I.L.  in  Templemore  on  February  26,  in  connection  with  the  vexed 
question  of  the  rival  branches  of  the  League  in  Templemore,  one  of  which 
is  recognised  by  the  Executive  and  the  other  by  the  National  Directory. 

Mr.  J.  Hackett,  M.P.,  said  that  he  was  sent  over  from  London  by  the 
Irish  Party  to  try  and  settle  this  question  between  the  two  parties  and  the 
local  clergy. 

Mr.  CODY  (Vice-Chairman) :  Are  we  not  able  to  settle  it  ourselves, 
without  the  clergy  ? 

Mr.  MICHAEL  DWYEB  (Castleiny) :  The  clergy  never  interfere  except 
to  back  the  grazier. 

Mr.  HACKETT,  M.P. :    I  don't  want  to  mix  up  with  any  of  them. 

A  DELEGATE:  You  mixed  up  with  them  when  you  wanted  their 
votes. 

The  CHAIRMAN  :  We  are  told  at  the  eleventh  hour  that  we  are  to  have 
a  conference  with  the  members  of  this  branch,  but  I  say  we  will  not  consider 
those  parties  again.  Two  of  those  men  swore  they  were  boycotted.  It 
would  be  better,  if  this  is  to  go  on,  to  do  away  with  the  National  organisa- 
tion and  disband  altogether.  The  only  alternative  the  National  Directory 
has  is  to  re-organise  a  branch,  and  until  that  is  done  we  will  adhere  to  their 
decision. 
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Rival  Nationalists. 

"  Exciting  scenes  culminating  in  a  riot  were  witnessed  on  the  evening 
of  March  15  at  the  Municipal  Buildings,  Cork,  in  connection  with  a  meeting 
of  the  Organising  Committee  of  the  All-for-Ireland  League 

"  When  the  League  meeting  had  been  in  progress  for  about  ten  minutes 
the  voice  of  the  speaker  (Mr.  M.  Healy,  M.P.)  was  drowned  by  the  strains 
of  a  brass  band  which  had  entered  the  building  and  was  ascending  the 
grand  staircase  with  the  evident  intention  of  supporting  the  All-for-Ireland 
League  meeting,  when  they  "were  suddenly  set  upon  by  a  crowd  of  Mr. 
Kettle's  bodyguard  and  driven  in  confusion  off  the  stairway.  Many  of 
them  were  roughly  handled  and  suffered  minor  injuries,  as  they  were 
hampered  with  their  instruments  in  defending  themselves. 

"  The  meeting  stopped  abruptly  a  few  minutes  before  this  attack  with 
the  apparent  object  of  its  continuance  in  the  vestibule,  as  the  Council 
Chamber  only  accommodated  a  portion  of  those  wishing  to  be  present, 
Then  Alderman  Forde,  Mr.  D.  D.  Sheehan,  M.P.,  and  Mr.  L.  M.  O'Riordan. 
T.C.,  proceeded  down  the  stairway,  followed  by  a  section  of  the  meeting, 
and  they  were  stopped  at  the  landing  and  attacked  while  the  band  was 
being  engaged  on  the  balcony.  A  scene  of  indescribable  turmoil  then 
ensued,  the  O'Brienites  endeavouring  to  force  their  way  down  and  their 
aggressors  trying  to  force  them  back.  For  a  few  minutes  the  police 
succeeded  in  keeping  the  parties  from  blows,  but  the  trouble  broke  out 
with  an  attack  upon  Alderman  Forde.  One  man  struck  him  on  the  side 
of  the  head  with  a  stick,  another  hit  on  the  face  with  clenched  fists, 
drawing  blood.  Mr.  D.  D.  Sheehan,  M.P.,  was  also  assaulted,  but  not 
seriously,  while  Mr.  L.  M.  O'Riordan  was  set  upon  by  a  gang  of  roughs 
and  badly  mauled,  until  he  succeeded  in  finding  refuge  in  the  committee 
room,  where  Mr.  Healy  had  remained  during  the  disturbance.  After 
some  time  the  meeting  was  resumed  in  the  Council  Chamber,  and  Mr. 
Healy  took  up  the  thread  of  the  remarks.  He  was  instantly  interrupted, 
and  the  opposite  crowd  made  a  rush  for  the  Chamber.  Those  inside 
went  to  the  door,  and  a  fierce  trial  of  strength  ensued  between  the  assailants 
and  themselves. 

"The  door  was  nearly  torn  from  its  hinges  in  strife,  and  after  a  time 
the  besieging  forces  were  driven  off  and  the  door  closed.  The  business 
of  the  meeting  again  proceeded  behind  strongly  guarded  doors,  and 
was  transacted  without  further  disturbance  of  a  serious  nature.  Mr. 
Kettle's  lecture  proceeded  in  the  City  Hall  without  interruption." — Dublin 
Daily  Express,  March  16. 
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MR.  ASQUITH'S   ALLIES. 

Their  Plain  Speaking  and  their   Price. 


No  one  who  has  read  the  speeches  of  Irish  Nationalists  delivered  during 
the  last  few  weeks  will  dare  to  accuse  the  allies  of  H.M.  Government 
of  any  backwardness  or  lack  of  plain  speaking.  While  Mr.  Redmond 
maintains  an  attitude  of  uncertainty  towards  the  Budget,  he  none  the 
less  upbraids  Mr.  Asquith  and  the  Government  for  their  want  of  directness 
in  dealing  with  the  House  of  Lords.  Mr.  Asquith's  interpretation  of  his 
famous  "  guarantee  "  declaration  at  the  Albert  Hall  has  especially  angered 
the  Irish  Nationalists,  and  they  are  loudly  calling  upon  him  to  act,  on  what 
they,  and  everybody  else  it  must  be  confessed,  thought  were  the  lines  laid 
down  in  that  pledge.  While  Radicals  have  quietly  acquiesced  in  Mr. 
Asquith's  explanation,  the  Irish  Nationalists,  as  the  following  extracts  from 
their  speeches  show,  are  b}  no  means  prepared  to  accept  it  in  silence. 

Plain  Spoken  Declarations. 

Mr.  Joseph  Devlin,  in  the  course  of  his  speech  at  the  New  Century 
Theatre,  Glasgow,  on  March  12,  put  the  Irish  Nationalist  demands  very 
plainly,  saying  : — 

' '  The  Irish  Party  stood  where  it  had  stood  all  along.  Their  position 
was  that  unless  the  guarantees  for  the  passage  of  the  Veto  Bill  were 
forthcoming,  and  until  they  were  forthcoming,  neither  the  Budget 
nor  any  other  business  of  consequence  should  be  proceeded  with  if 
they  could  prevent  it.  They  believe  that  to  pass  the  Budget  without 
the  guarantees  would  be  to  throw  away  the  only  effective  weapon 
which  the  Commons  possessed  in  the  fight  against  the  Veto,  and  they 
hoped  that  the  policy  of  the  Government  on  this  question  would  be 
such  as  to  enable  them  and  all  the  forces  opposed  to  the  Veto  to 
stand  together  and  to  go  through  the  fight  that  was  before  them 
united.  If  they  did,  the  victory  was  almost  a  certainty,  and  it  would 
carry  with  it  the  power  to  smash  the  Veto  and  to  pass  any  Budget 
that  was  approved  by  the  democracy  and,  above  all  the  power  to 
pass  a  satisfactory  measure  of  Home  Rule  for  Ireland." — Irish  News, 
March  14. 

On    the    same     day    at     Andrew's     Hall,     Glasgow,    he     said : — 

"  If  Mr.  Asquith  feels  that  anything  has  occurred  between  the 
time  he  made  that  declaration  and  now  to  prevent  its  fulfilment, 
we  at  all  events  cannot  agree  with  him,  and  we  shall  see  that  he 
will  neither  accept  office  nor  retain  it  while  we  have  Irish  votes. 
We  shall  see  that  he  carries  out  the  only  mandate  he  received  from 
the  electorate  of  Great  Britain.  He  received  no  mandate  on  the 
question  of  Free  Trade,  the  Budget,  or  even  social  reform. 
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"  Therefore  whatever  the  views  of  the  members  of  the  Irish 
Parliamentary  Party  may  be  on  the  Budget,  whether  we  are  in  favour 
of  it  or  whether  we  are  against  it,  whatever  be  our  individual  ideas 
of  the  effect  the  Budget  will  have  on  Ireland,  we  are  determined  that 
there  will  be  no  Budget  unless  we  are  assured  that  Mr.  Asquith  is 
prepared  to  carry  out  the  promises  he  has  made." — Irish  News, 
March  14. 

And  again,  at  Coatbridge,  on  March  13,  Mr.  Devlin  declared : — 

"  Mr.  Asquith  had  not  asked  for  the  guarantees  he  had  mentioned 
in  his  Albert  Hall  speech.  He  could  not  remain  in  office  without  the 
votes  of  the  Irish  Party,  and  if  Mr.  Asquith  desired  to  remain  in 
office  without  obtaining  these  essential  guarantees,  it  would  be  the 
duty  of  the  Irish  Party  to  drive-  him  and  his  Government  out." — 
Irish  News,  March  14. 

And  at  Burgh  Hall,  Dumbarton,  on  March  14,  Mr.  Devlin  said : — 
"  If  Mr.  Asquith  and  his  Government  thought  the  policy  adum- 
brated by  him  and  them  would  receive  their  support  they  never 
were  more  mistaken  in  their  lives.  He  expressed  surprise  at  Mr. 
Asquith  and  his  colleagues  now  sitting  on  the  Treasury  Bench,  like 
Micawber,  waiting  for  something  to  turn  up.  Imagine  a  revolution 
being  carried  out  by  a  number  of  fiery  generals  sitting  around  the 
camp  fire  in  the  hope  that  the  enemy  might  come  and  offer  itself 
to  be  shot.  That  was  the  position  these  men  occupied  to-day  in  this 
great  revolutionary  work  of  the  House  of  Lords.  The  Irish  Party 
stood  as  it  always  had  done  on  this  question.  The  great  bulk  of  the 
Irish  Party  were  opposed  to  the  Budget  for  reasons  that  commended 
themselves  to  them.  He  (Mr.  Devlin)  frankly  stated  he  was  not 
one  of  them. 

"  The  Government  could  not  carry  on  for  two  months  longer 
without  the  Irish  votes,  and  they  would  not  get  the  Irish  votes  if  they 
did  not  carry  their  Veto  Resolution  through  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, and  if  the  House  of  Lords  refused  to  pass  it,  let  them  go  to  the 
Sovereign,  ask  for  guarantees,  and  if  they  did  not  get  these  guarantees, 
let  them  hand  over  the  government  to  someone  else  ;  go  to  the  country 
and  come  back  again  and  force  the  guarantees. 

"  The  moment  the  Veto  of  the  House  of  Lords  was  destroyed, 
and  the  moment  its  powers  to  destroy  legislation  were  checked,  then 
Home  Rule  was  as  certain  of  being  carried  as  it  was  certain  that 
they  met  in  that  Hall  that  night." — Freeman's  Journal,  March  15. 

Mr.  Devlin,  it  will  be  noticed,  maintains  a  plain  and  consistent  policy 
throughout  these  speeches.  Shortly  put  it  is — "  No  guarantees,no  Budget." 

It  is,  of  course,  well  known  that  the  Irish  Nationalists,  as  well  as  the 
bulk  of  the  Radical  Party,  were  very  badly  sold  over  the  "  guarantee  " 
question.  Their  resentment  is  justified.  And  if  Mr.  Devlin's  declarations 
are  to  be  taken  at  their  face  value,  the  Government  have  not  a  life  of  any 
purchase  value.  Mr.  Devlin's  terms  are  impossible  for  Mr.  Asquith.  The 
Prime  Minister  has  said,  not  only  has  he  not  asked  for  or  received  any 
guarantees,  but  he  added : — "  To  ask  in  advance  for  a  blank  authority 
for  an  indefinite  exercise  of  the  Royal  prerogative  in  regard  to  a  measure 
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which  has  never  been  submitted  to  or  approved  by  the  House  of  Commons 
is  a  request  which,  in  my  judgment,  no  constitutional  statesman  can 
properly  make,  and  it  is  a  concession  which  the  Sovereign  cannot  be 
expected  to  grant." 

"T.P."  on  "Insanity." 

Meanwhile  it  should  be  noticed  that  Irish  Nationalist  opinion  is 
very  divided. 

Mr.  T.  P.  O'Connor,  M.P.,  writing  in  the  Chicago  Tribune  of 
February  20th,  says  : — 

"  One  of  the  favourite  statements  is  that  the  Budget  inflicts 
10,000,000  dollars  more  taxation  on  Ireland  annually.  It  does  not. 
It  is  doubtful  if  it  adds  2,250,000  dollars,  and  even  of  this  sum  a 
considerable  portion  will  be  paid  by  the  upper  classes.  Anyhow, 
the  Budget  is  for  only  one  year.  Within  a  few  weeks  from  now  a 
new  Budget  will  have  to  be  introduced,  and  of  course,  the  Ministry 
will  be  ready  to  make  concessions  to  Ireland  on  that  Budget. 

"  Meanwhile  it  would  be  simply  insanity  on  the  part  of  Irishmen 
to  put  out  a  Ministry  which  is  about  to  make  war  on  the  House  of 
Lords— that  is  to  say,  on  the  last  bulwark  of  the  Tories  against  the 
concession  of  Home  Rule  to  Ireland." 

Mr.  J.  Redmond's  Views. 

Mr.  John  Redmond  has  not  refrained  from  criticising  the  Government. 
He  has  delivered  important  speeches  at  Newcastle,  at  the  Hotel  Cecil, 
and  at  Liverpool. 

"  A  Rotten  Policy." 

At  Newcastle,  on  March  16,  he  declared : — 

"  A  bold  policy  is  absolutely  necessary.  No  wavering  or  hedging 
about,  no  weak  throwing  away  of  weapons,  no  evasion  or  hesitation 
or  delay.  Any  departure,  in  other  words,  from  the  bold  and  consistent 
policy  of  the  Albert  Hall  declaration,  will  have  the  same  effect  on  the 
attack  on  the  Lords,  will  have  the  same  effect  on  the  strength  and 
feelings  the  Liberal  Party,  as  Bosebery's  contemptible  policy  had  fifteen 
years  ago.  It  would  waste  a  great  opportunity,  and  would  inevitably 
end  in  disgrace  and  disaster  for  the  Liberal  Party.  This  is  a  revolution- 
ary time,  and  a  revolution,  even  a  constitutional  revolution,  cannot 
be  carried  out  without  revolutionary  tactics.  There  are,  I  am  sorry  to 
say,  grave  grounds  for  misgiving,  not  as  to  the  sentiments  of  ninety 
per  cent  of  the  Liberal  Party,  which  I  believe  to  be  perfectly  sound. 
But  there  is  grave  reason  for  misgiving  as  to  the  Government  itself. 
Only  the  day  before  yesterday  Sir  Edward  Grey,  one  of  the  most 
influential  members  of  the  Government,  used  these  words : — 

'  Our  first  business  in  these  weeks  before  Easter  was  to 
make  the  country  safe  by  passing  Supply,  but  after  Easter  we 
shall  have  not  only  to  make  the  country  safe  but  to  make  the 
country  comfortable  by  regularising  the  financial  situation. 


134  Irish  Facts.  [April,  1910. 


Our  view  is  that  the  position  should  be  regularised  by  the  passing 
of  the  Budget.  We  are  bound  to  stand  or  fall  by  the  willingness 
of  the  House  of  Commons  to  do  that.' 

Now,  mark,  the  Government  are  bound  to  stand  or  fall  by  making  the 
country  comfortable,  by  regularising  the  disordered  financial  situation 
or,  in  other  words,  by  relieving  their  opponents  of  the  shame  and  the 
odium  of  the  consequences  which  necessarily  and  naturally  flowed  from 
the  unconstitutional  action  of  the  House  of  Lords,  by  throwing  away 
the  most  powerful  weapon  in  their  armoury,  and  the  weapon,  remember, 
by  which,  in  the  past  history  of  this  country,  British  liberties  have 
been  secured  and  won.  I  say  they  are  bound  to  stand  or  fall  by  such  a 
thing.  I  say  they  are  bound  to  stand  or  fall  by  the  policy  of  the 
Albert  Hall.  The  policy  which  declared  the  Government  would  not 
assume  office  and  would  not  retain  office  unless  they  had  safeguards 
which  would  enable  them  to  pass  into  law  a  measure  limiting  the 
veto  of  the  House  of  Lords.  I  say  they  are  bound  to  stand  or  fall 
by  the  policy  of  the  pledge  of  the  present  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
who  declared  that  he  would  not  retain  office  for  one  hour  after  a 
failure  to  get  the  necessary  powers  to  limit  the  veto  of  the  House 
of  Lords.  If  one  were  to  take  the  policy  of  the  Government  from  the 
ordinary  man's  interpretation  of  Sir  Edward  Grey's  speech  it  would 
be  this  :  that  they  were  quite  willing  to  lose  their  grip  on  the  veto 
in  the  House  of  Commons  before  they  knew  what  the  House  of  Lords 
were  going  to  do  about  the  Veto,  and  before  they  knew  whether  they 
would  get  guarantees  that  the  Veto  would  be  carried  into  law.  Now, 
is  it  conceivable  that  such  a  policy  can  commend  itself  to  the 
intelligence  of  the  democratic  party  in  this  country  ?  .  .  . 

"  I  am  only  entitled  to  speak  on  behalf  of  those  I  represent  myself, 
and  what  I  have  got  to  say  is  this — and  I  said  it  before  in  Parliament 
and  out  of  it — that  the  policy  of  letting  go  a  grip  on  the  Budget  before 
we  know  what  is  going  to  happen  about  the  Veto  is  a  false  and  a 
rotten  policy — and  is  a  policy  that  we  from  Ireland  cannot  uphold. 
Some  people  in  this  country  seem  to  imagine  that  our  attitude  on 
this  matter  is  governed  by  our  objection  to  certain  taxes  in  the  Budget. 
'  The  Irish,'  they  say,  '  don't  like  the  whiskey  tax.' — Well,  we  don't, 
and  for  this  reason,  that  the  effect  of  the  tax — it  is  found  by  the  year's 
experience — has  been  practically  to  destroy  one  of  the  few  remaining 
Irish  industries.  We  don't  like  it.  There  are  other  taxes  we  don't 
like,  but  I  vehemently  deny  that  our  attitude  on  the  Budget  is  governed 
by  this  consideration.  I  say  that  on  behalf  of  the  Irish  Party.  I 
offered  in  the  House  of  Commons  to  accept  the  Budget  in  one  hour, 
to-morrow  or  any  day  it  is  brought  forward,  without  the  change  of  one 
comma,  so  long  as  we  had  an  assurance  that  the  Government  would  be 
able  effectively  to  deal  with  the  Veto  of  the  House  of  Lords. — Freeman's 
Journal,  March  17. 

So  far  Mr.  Redmond's  offer  has  not  been  accepted,  and  there  is  some 
doubt  whether  his  Irish  followers  would  agree  to  the  Budget  surrender, 
but  the  position  of  the  Irish  Nationalists  was  disclosed  in  more  detail  by 
Mr.  Redmond  in  his  speech  at  Liverpool  a  few  days  later. 
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The  Lords  the  Obstacle 

At  the  St.  Patrick's  Day  banquet  at  the  Hotel  Cecil,  Mr.  John  Redmond 
put  forward  the  claim  that  "  the  British  objection  to  Home  Rule  is  dead." 
The  assertion  was  arrived  at  by  the  following  reasoning  : — 

"  The  Albert  Hall  declaration  put  Home  Rule  specifically  and 

prominently  forward  as  one  of  the  great  issues  for  the  electors  to  vote 

upon  in  the  coming  election,  and  on  that  issue  for  the  first  time  in  the 

history  of  this  movement,  on  that  issue  a  purely  British  majority — put 

the  Irish  upon  one  side  altogether,  a  purely  British  majority — of  over 

60  in  favour  of  Home  Rule  for  Ireland  was  returned." — Freeman's 

Journal,  March  18. 

The  claim  lacks  nothing  in  audacity.  It  is  wholly  false.  In  how 
many  constituencies  was  Home  Rule  one  of  "  the  great  issues  "  of  the 
election  ?  They  could  be  counted  on  one  hand.  Mr.  Redmond  is  only 
making  himself  a  laughing  stock  when  he  speaks  such  nonsense.  Even 
the  Prime  Minister  did  not  mention  this  "  great  issue  "  in  his  Election 
Address.  His  references  to  the  subject  were  mainly  the  result  of  persistent 
heckling,  and  even  then  he  said  that  he  preferred  to  talk  of  something  more 
interesting ! 

But  Mr.  Redmond's  assertion  was  necessary  in  order  to  claim  that 
"the  one  remaining  obstacle  to  the  concession  of  Home  Rule  is  the  veto 
of  the  House  of  Lords." 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  Mr.  Redmond  will  never  cease  from  saying  so. 
It  is  without  an  atom  of  truth,but  it  shows  the  real  reason  for  Mr.Redmond's 
opposition  to  the  Second  Chamber,  and  is  most  admirably  calculated  to 
rouse  up  feeling  in  the  country  against  the  Government's  plan  for  emasculat- 
ing the  House  of  Lords. 

When  Mr.  Redmond  speaks  of  the  "  Veto  "  of  the  House  of  Lords  as 
"  a  permanent  and  insurmountable  obstacle  to  the  realisation  of  our 
national  ambitions,"  and  asserts  that  "the  abolition  of  this  Veto  means  the 
concession  of  the  right  to  govern  ourselves,"  he  is  ignoring  his  previously 
expressed  opinions.  For  in  1894  (Oct.  8)  at  Dublin  he  said : — 

"  Let  the  popular  will  be  once  emphatically  declared  in  favour 

of  any  popular  reform,  and  the  House  of  Lords  must,  as  they  always 

have  done  in  the  past,  bow  to  the  popular  will." 

That  is  an  accurate  representation  of  facts,  and  it  is  as  true  to-day  as 
it  was  then. 

No  "Sham  Battle." 

On  the  occasion  of  his  St.  Patrick's  Day  speech,  Mr.  Redmond  did 
not  make  more  than  a  passing  reference  to  the  relations  between  the 
Government  and  himself,  saying  : —  ' 

"  We  will  take  no  part  in  a  sham  battle.  We  demand  a  straight 
fight,  an  aggressive  fight,  and  not  a  Fabian  policy.  We  will  have  no 
responsibility  for  the  policy  of  vacillation  ;  and  come  weal  or  woe, 
we,  at  any  rate,  will  stand  by  our  pledges  and  our  words." — Freeman's 
Journal,  March  18. 

Proposals  for  "a  deal." 

By  far  the  most  important  of  Mi'.  Redmond's  contributions  to  the 
situation  is  his  speech  at  Liverpool  on  March  20.  There  he  disclosed  his 
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hand  and  went  into  the  details  of  the  demands  which  the  Government 
must  satisfy  to  obtain  his  support. 

After  referring  to  Mr.  Asquith's  "  pledges "  on  Home  Rule  and 
"  guarantees,"  he  pointed  out  that  the  latter  had  been  interpreted  by  all 
parties  to  mean  that  if  Mr.  Asquith  "  got  a  majority  at  the  coming  elections 
he  would  go  to  the  Sovereign  and  ask  for  such  safeguards,  and  that  if  he 
was  refused  such  safeguards  he  would  neither  assume  nor  retain  office." 
Describing  the  Prime  Minister's  repudiation  of  this  interpretation 
"  as  a  rude  shock  to  all  Irishmen,  and  to  many  more  besides,"  Mr.  Redmond 
went  on  to  recount  in  detail  the  various  transformations  of  the  Government 
policy. 

The  "  acute  political  situation  "  with  which  he  and  his  friends  were 
"  profoundly  dissatisfied  "  he  said  was  that  "  the  Budget  in  all  its  stages 
is  to  be  passed  through  the  House  of  Commons  before  the  Veto  resolution 
has  been  decided  upon  by  the  House  of  Lords."  "  That  is  to  say,"  he 
continued,  "  that  the  House  of  Commons  is  to  lose  absolutely  all  hold  upon 
the  Budget  before  the  House  of  Commons  knows  what  the  House  of  Lords 
is  going  to  do  upon  the  Veto." 

"  The  first  real  crumb  of  comfort  and  hope  "  that  they  had  had  since 
the  commencement  of  Parliament  was  the  action  of  the  Government  in 
limiting  supply  to  six  weeks.  "It  was  an  admirable  piece  of  strategy." 
He  demanded  "  that  the  Budget,  at  any  rate  the  concluding  portions  of 
the  Budget,  should  be  hung  up  until  we  know  what  the  House  of  Lords  are 
going  to  do  upon  the  Veto." 

As  to  the  Budget  itself  his  "  action  was  not  based  on  its  merits  or  it» 
demerits."     He  recounted  "  some  of  the  points  of  objection,"  as  follows  : — 
The  Spirit  Duty. 

Safeguards  for  small  owners  in  Ireland  from  the  new  Death  Duties . 
Similar  safeguards  from  the  new  Stamp  Duties. 
Exemption  of  small  Irish  Breweries  from  the  Brewers'  Licence 
Duty. 

Declaratory  words  making  it  plain  that  agricultural  land  is 
exempt  from  the  Land  Taxes. 

Irish  agricultural  land  not  to  be  re-valued. 

To  an  ordinary  mind  this  would  appear  to  be  a  fairly  formidable  list 
of  objections,  and  remembering  the  pledges  of  the  Government  to  pass  the 
Budget  to  the  last  comma,  and  to  have  all  the  taxes  or  none,  there  would 
seem  to  be  little  hope  of  an  agreement  being  reached.  But  Mr.  Redmond 
thinks  otherwise — and  it  is  significant  that  the  following  opinion  was 
expressed  after  a  visit  to  Downing  Street,  and  a  conference  with  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer : — "  There  ought  not  to  be  any  difficulty 
whatever  in  coming  to  an  agreement  on  points  of  objection  made  to  the 
Budget.  .  .  These  concessions  would  not  in  the  smallest  degree  affect 
the  general  character  of  the  Budget  as  a  great  democratic  measure." 
He  continued : — 

"  Therefore  I  say  to  you  the  difficulty  at  this  moment  that  is  in 
our  way  is  not  as  to  the  terms  upon  which  we  could  support  the 
Budget  on  its  merits." 

The  difficulty,  he  said,  was  the  Veto  : — "  This  question  of  the  Veto 
is  the  supreme  issue,  with  us  it  means  Home  Rule  for  Ireland."  The 
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inaccuracy  of  this  statement  has  already  been  shown,  but  it  would  appear 
that  Mr.  Redmond  has  yet  to  be  satisfied  that  the  Government  will  take 
steps  to  force  their  Veto  proposals  through  without  an  appeal  to  the  country. 
Apparently  Mr.  Redmond  dreads  a  General  Election — an  exhibition  of 
fear  which  must  arouse  amusement  in  view  of  his  confident  declarations 
that  the  people  are  on  the  side  of  the  Home  Rulers. 

The  Latest  Threat. 

The  debate  in  the  House  of  Commons  on  the  House  of  Lords  Resolu- 
tions afforded  Mr.  Redmond  an  opportunity  of  again  declaring  his  views 
of  the  course  he  desires  the  Government  to  take. 

He  said  : — 

"  If  the  Lords  reject  his  Resolutions,  as  no  doubt  they  will,  let 
him  then  go  to  the  Throne,  and  ask  for  a  promise,  at  any  rate,  that 
in  the  future  the  Royal  Prerogative  will  be  used.  If  he  is  refused,  let 
him  go  to  the  country ;  let  him  not  delay  on  this  path ;  let  him 
not  interpose  any  other  measure  to  delay  the  consummation  of  that 
great  crisis  ;  let  him  not  throw  away  any  weapon  which  is  of  any 
value  to  him  in  that  contest.  If  he  pursues  those  means,  which  I 
respectfully  submit  to  him  are  on  the  lines  of  his  speech  at  the  Albert 
Hall — if  he  proceeds  on  those  lines,  as  I  have  hope  he  will  in  the 
future,  I  can  assure  him  that  he  will  receive  the  enthusiastic  support 
of  the  majority  of  the  Irish  people  and  their  representatives.-" — Parl. 
Deb.,  March  29. 


SUPPLEMENT. 


IRISH  NATIONALIST  PRESS  OPINIONS. 

The  following  extracts  from  three  of  the  leading  Irish  Nationalist 
daily  papers  are  useful  as  an  indication  of  Irish  Nationalist  opinion  of  the 
Government's  tactics.  Only  quotations  from  the  more  recent  issues 
are  given :  but  extracts  written  in  a  similar  strain  from  earlier  issues  and 
also  from  other  papers  are  sufficiently  numerous  to  fill  many  more  pages 
if  reproduced. 

IRISH     NEWS. 

Mr.  Asquith  made  a  sad  mess  of  Liberal  affairs  when  he  aban- 
doned the  unassailable  position  taken  up  in  the  Albert  Hall.  At 
the  present  moment  Ministers  are  still  bent  on  retrograde,  or,  at  the 
best,  half-hearted  measures. — March  12. 

Mr.  Asquith's  "  intentions,"  as  declared  yesterday,  are  evidently 
designed  for  the  purpose  of  hopelessly  wrecking  the  Government 
in  the  attempt  to  pass  the  Budget ;  and  the  statesman  who  harbours 
such  "intentions"  is  deliberately  decreeing  the  temporary  dis- 
solution of  his  party  rather  than  face  the  issue  and  do  battle  against 
the  Lords. — March  15. 
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Whatever  the  Liberals,  as  a  body  of  earnest  men,  may  think 
or  do,  we  fear  there  is  little  further  hope  for  the  Cabinet  guided  by 
Mr.  Asquith. — March  17. 

It  is  absurd  to  keep  harping  after  the  fashion  of  Mr.  Churchill, 
at  Manchester  last  Saturday,  on  "  Mr.  Redmond's  difficulties  over 
the  Budget."  He  has  none  ;  and  the  Home  Secretary  need  not 
trouble  to  make  allowances  for  them,  or  for  any  other  non-existent 
factors  of  the  situation. 

"  Tactics  "  and  "  strategy ''  have  taken  the  place  of  principles 
in  the  Cabinet.  Having  no  belief  or  confidence  in  the  "  tactics  " 
and  "  strategy  "  which,  to  our  knowledge,  would  result  in  placing 
it  out  of  the  power  of  the  Liberals  to  pass  a  Home  Rule  Bill  during 
the  lifetime  of  the  present  generation,  we  in  Ireland,  and  our  repre- 
sentatives at  Westminster,  stand  by  honest  and  unchanging  principles. 

We  have  no  quarrel  with  the  Liberal  Party,  but  we  shall  not 
subordinate  our  own  national  interests  and  hopes  to  the  "  tactics  " 
and  "  strategy  "  of  Liberal  Ministers  who  do  not  consult  their  own 
Party.  These  are  the  simple  facts  of  the  case,  and  we  have  no  fear 
for  the  final  issue. — March  21. 

IRISH  INDEPENDENT. 

There  is  no  need  to  enlarge  upon  the  seriousness  of  the  situation 
which  the  Irish  Party  have  to  deal  with  in  face  of  the  possibility  of 
the  Government  endeavouring  to  pass  the  Budget  as  soon  as  the 
Veto  resolutions  have  been  sent  to  the  Lords.  To  protect  the  country 
from  the  imposition  of  the  new  taxes,  which  would  press  so  unjustly 
upon  Ireland,  must,  in  that  case,  be  the  steadfast  purpose  of  Ireland's 
representatives. — March  15. 

Ireland,  we  are  told,  if  one  only  knew  it,  has  everything  to  gain 
by  the  Budget.  Well,  Ireland  does  not  believe  it — and  she  knows 
where  her  interests  lie. 

Possibly  the  Ministry  still  cherish  hopes  of  cajoling  the  Irish 
Party  into  supporting  the  Budget.  But  Mr.  Joseph  Devlin  said  at 
Dumbarton  on  Monday,  that  if  Mr.  Asquith  and  his  Government 
thought  that  the  policy  adumbrated  by  him  and  them  would  receive 
the  support  of  the  Irish  Party  they  were  never  more  mistaken  hi  their 
lives.  Honestly  Mr.  Devlin  avowed  that  he  believed  in  the  Budget, 
and  that  "  on  its  merits  "  he  would  vote  for  it  to-morrow.  But  the 
great  majority  of  the  Irish  Party,  and  a  still  larger  proportion  of  the 
Irish  people,  are  opposed  to  the  Budget.  But  this,  as  Mr.  Devlin 
acknowledged,  is  not  the  question.  "  No  Veto  Bill,  no  Budget," 
is 'Mr.  Redmond's  policy.  To  use  the  financial  crisis  as  a  weapon 
and  a  lever  against  the  House  of  Lords  was  the  advice  tendered  to  the 
Government  by  the  Chairman  of  the  Irish  Party.  Mr.  Asquith,  we 
must  now  assume,  has  deliberately  elected  not  to  take  it. — March  16. 

Mr.  Redmond  took  Sir  Edward  Grey's  speech  to  mean  that  the 
Government  were  quite  willing  to  loosen  their  grip  on  the  Budget 
in  the  House  of  Commons  before  they  knew  what  the  Lords  were 
going  to  do  about  the  Veto,  and  before  they  knew  whether  they 
could  get  guarantees  that  the  Veto  would  be  carried  into  law.  That 
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"  false  and  rotten  policy  "  the  Irish  Party  would  not  uphold.  In 
taking  this  line  Mr.  Redmond  has  the  entire  and  enthusiastic  support 
of  a  preponderant  majority  of  the  Nationalists  of  Ireland  and  also, 
we  have  no  doubt,  of  our  countrymen  in  Great  Britain. — March  17- 

To  attempt  to  make  the  Government  honour  its  pledges  in 
the  spirit  and  to  the  letter  is  a  presumption  to  be  punished 
by  the  extreme  disfavour  of  those  Liberals  with  whom  the  deser- 
tion of  principle  is  merely  a  move  in  Party  strategy.  Before  a 
mutual  understanding  can  be  come  to  between  the  Liberals  and 
the  Irish  Party,  the  latter  must  know  exactly  what  the  Premier 
means  before  they  can  say  whether  he  and  they  are  of  the  one 
mind.  And  then,  in  that  unlikely  contingency,  they  would  have 
to  consider  seriously  the  guarantees  which  he  might  offer  for  the 
carrying  out  of  his  policy. — March  19. 

If  a  basis  for  a  mutual  understanding  between  the  Liberals  and 
the  Irish  Party  is  to  be  sought,  however,  we  trust  it  will  not  be  found 
in  the  proposal  to  hold  up  merely  the  concluding  stage  of  the  Budget 
until  the  fate  of  the  Veto  resolutions  is  known.  If  the  Government 
get  the  measure  thus  far  advanced,  we  believe  the  temptation  "  to 
drive  it  through  "  the  remaining  stage  would  be  irresistible,  and  the 
Lords  would  do  the  rest  without  demur.  The  General  Election  for 
which  the  Government  are  preparing  would  follow,  and  Ireland 
would  be  left  lamenting  another  lost  opportunity,  and  consoling 
herself  as  best  she  might  for  the  addition  to  her  burdens  which  the 
Budget  would  have  laid  upon  her  shoulders. — March  21. 

There  is  no  reason  why  Nationalists  should  wax  enthusiastic 
about  the  Veto  Resolutions.  On  the  contrary,  they  have  reason  to  be 
suspicious  of  the  origin  of  these  Resolutions  and  doubtful  of  the  object 
of  their  author. — March  23. 

FREEMAN'S  JOURNAL. 

If  Liberalism  is  in  earnest,  it  need  have  no  fear  ;  if  it  shirks  its 
duty,  then  it  may  prepare  for  the  worst.  The  signs  are  not  clear. 
Sir  Edward  Grey's  policy  of  making  everything  comfortable  for  every- 
body, whether  the  supremacy  of  the  Commons  and  the  self-governing 
powers  of  the  people  are  sacrificed  in  the  process  or  not,  is,  in  Mr- 
Redmond's  belief,  of  sinister  significance.  It  is  a  policy  of  Podsnap  ; 
and  it  only  needs  the  domination  of  Liberal  policy  by  Podsnappery 
at  the  present  moment  to  give  a  victory  to  the  champions  of  reaction. 
Needless  to  say,  Mr.  Redmond  and  the  Irish  Party  will  not  be  ruled 
by  Mr.  Podsnap. — March  17. 

But  though  Mr.  Asquith,  who  complained  that  he  was  not  at 
the  head  of  a  homogeneous  majority,  may  crown  the  inconsistencies 
that  he  has  voluntarily  or  under  pressure  committed  by  a  step  that 
will  split  up  the  progressive  forces,  the  democracy  of  Great  Britain 
will  remember  that  the  only  stand  for  the  rights  of  the  people  and 
against  the  aggression  of  the  Lords  was  taken  by  the  Irish  Party. — 
March  21. 
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PAT.  FORD'S  OPINION. 


We  reproduce  below  a  portion  of  a  recent  issue  of  the  Irish  World, 
Mr.  Pat.  Ford's  organ.  His  opinion  of  Lord  Kitchener  will  be  read  with 
interest  at  the  present  time. 


TR 


BLOODY  KITCHENER  VISITS  AUSTRALIA! 

Which  Is  Used  By  fhe  Flunkies  to  Display  Their  Toadyism  to  England  J 
To  the  Amusement  of  Patriotic  Australians-Imperialism  and 
Democracy— The  Great  Coal  Strike-Miners  Resent  Govern- 
ment Action-A  Colonial  "House  of  Lords." 


(Special  Correspondence  Irish  World.) 


MELBOURNE,  January  17. 
Lord  Kitchener  has  come  to  Austra- 
lia, at  the  invitation  of  the  Deakin 
Government,  to  inspect  the  ports  and 
naval  and  military  forces,  in  order  to 
advise  the  Government  in  all  matters 
of  defence.  Of  what  value  his  opinions 
and  recommendations  will  be  is  a 
matter  which  will  only  be  known  as 
soon  as  his  report  is  available  for  cri- 
ticism by  experts  and  others.  But 
,  apart  from  his  professional  helter- 
skelter  through  the  country,  Lord 
Kitchener  has  been  having  a  right 
I  royal  time,  what  with  banquets,  re- 
ceptions addresses  and  so  on.  His 
visit  has  e»abled  the  usual  army  of 
toadies  and  flunkeys  to  parade  them- 
selves in  his  lordly  presence,  and  their 
obsequiousness  and  humallty  reminds 
jljose  who  laugh  at  .them  that  Uriah 
lots  of  representatives  on 
the  world 


back  of  the  leaseholders,  the  latter 
clined  to  accept  a  free  and  open  coj 
ference,   but   insisted   that  the   mint 
should    resume    work    unconditional) 
and   without  a  word  being  said  as 
whether  the  miners'  grievances,  whi, 
I   know  are  well  grounded  and  unf 
tunately    but   too   substantial   in    th€ 
character,  would  be  redressed.    To  rf 
sume  work  under  these  one-sided  cot 
ditions    was    more    than    the    mine 
could    be    expected    to   do,   and    he| 
the  continuance  of  the  strike.     Ui 
the  New  South  Wales  State  laws,  tl 
is  no  doubt  that  the  miners  actedj 
legally   in   throwing   down   their 
and  leaving  the  mines,   but  what' 
could  they  do  when  they  found,  afd 
long    waiting,    that    their    complain 
were  still  ignored  by  their  employe)] 

Then  came  Wade's  panic  and 
cive  legislation  to  force  the  minj 
to   submission — one  of 
graceful 
soiled  the 
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IRELAND*  UNDER   MR.   BIRRELL. 


We  give  the  following  plain  statements  of  fact  without  comment 
as  they  show  by  themselves  how  minorities  suffer  under  the  rule  of  the 
present  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland. 

Mr.  E.  A.  Hughes's  Boycotting  Case. 

In  1905  I  took  the  grazing  of  Ballyphilip  demesne  and  in  November 
1908,  the  owners  wishing  to  dispose  of  the  place  offered  it  for  sale  when  I 
purchased  it.  On  December  30th,  1908,  about  100  men  got  together  and 
drove  138  of  my  cattle  off  the  place  to  Cloneyhea  where  I  lived  at  that 
time.  There  were  31  men  arrested  for  this  drive  and  sent  to  jail  for  three 
months. 

On  January  12th,  1909,  I  went  into  possession  of  Ballyphilip  House, 
with  six  police  living  in  the  house  to  protect  me.  For  about  ten  months 
two  of  these  men  went  with  me  everywhere  and  they  continued  to  live 
in  my  house  until  December  last  when  I  got  them  put  into  an  old  R.  I.  C. 
Barrack  within  half  a  mile  of  the  place.  On  January  30th,  1909,  52  of 
my  cattle  were  again  driven  off  my  land  to  a  place  called  Longford  Pass, 
and  when  I  found  them  there  were  about  ten  of  the  cattle  down  in  the  bog 
and  had  to  be  got  out  with  ropes.  (I  have  been  granted  compansation  for 
both  drives  in  a  sum  of  £150). 

I  could  not  procure  provisions  for  either  my  own  household  or  for 
my  workpeople  and  am  obliged  to  keep  a  store  in  the  place  and  sell  to  my 
own  and  my  brother's  employees.  I  had  to  set  up  a  forge  and  shoe  my 
own  horses  and  am  still  under  police  protection.  Some  of  my  workpeople 
have  been  even  refused  stamps  in  a  local  Post  Office,  and  for  some  months 
were  afraid  to  go  to  Chapel.  (Signed)  E.  A.  HUGHES. 

Mr.  H.  Hughes's  Boycotting  Case. 

In  1897  he  took  Ballynonty  demesne  on  lease  and  has  occupied  it 
since  that  time.  About  four  years  ago  he  rented  a  house  about  one  hundred 
yards  from  the  place  so  that  he  might  be  in  a  position  to  work  it  in  a 
proper  manner  as  the  residence  on  the  demesne  is  still  occupied  by  a 
member  of  the  going  family  who  are  the  owners.  He  lived  on  the  best  of 
terms  with  his  neighbours  until  about  two  years  ago,  when  a  few  of  them 
began  to  be  bitter  with  the  land  hunger,  and  as  there  was  no  untenanted 
land  to  be  had,  they  set  to  work  to  create  some. 

They  first  began  by  establishing  a  branch  of  the  "  United  Irish  League" 
and  then  got  up  a  fife  and  drum  band  and  gave  him  every  annoyance  they 
could.  They  next  ordered  all  the  local  shops  to  refuse  him  provisions  and 
drove  away  his  workmen.  When  they  found  that  any  of  their  efforts  did 
not  succeed  they  went  to  the  landlord  of  his  house  (Mr.  T.  J.  Kennedy, 
Killenaule)  and  told  him  that  if  he  did  not  put  my  brother  out  they  would 
boycott  him  and  he  being  a  shopkeeper  was  afraid  to  refuse  and  did  as  he 
was  ordered.  His  cattle  were  driven  off,  and  scattered  about  the  roads 
several  times,  and  as  he  could  not  get  workmen  his  corn  went  to  the  bad, 
and  he  could  not  get  hay  saved  for  his  cattle,  so  a  large  number  of  them 
have  had  to  live  through  all  this  winter  without  any,  and  in  the  recent 
heavy  snow  kept  themselves  alive  by  eating  the  furze  bushes  off  the  fences. 
For  the  past  year  and  a  half,  he  has  carried  a  revolver  in  one  pocket  and  an 
electric  Hash  light  in  the  other,  both  of  which  he  has  had  to  show  on  several 
occasions. 
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Pointed  Questions  in  Parliament  to  Irish  Ministers. 


[The  following  is  a  selection  from  recent  questions  addressed  to  Ministers 
in  the  House  of  Commons  on  Irish  affairs.] 

No  Home  Rule  Bill. 

Captain  CRAIG  asked  if  it  is  the  intention  of  the  Government  to  intro- 
duce a  Home  Rule  Bill  this  Session  ? 

Mr.  PIRIE  :  Is  the  right  hon.  gentleman  aware  that  no  measure  of 
Home  Rule  will  be  acceptable  to  a  number  of  Members  in  this  House, 
especially  coming  from  Scotland,  unless  it  contains  a  principle  of  devolution 
equally  applicable  to  all  nationalities  in  the  country  ? 

Mr.  SPEAKER  :   That  question  does  not  arise  out  of  that  on  the  Paper. 

The  PRIME  MINISTER  :  The  answer  to  the  question  on  the  Paper  is 
in  the  negative.  • 

Mr.  PlRiE  :  In  the  event  of  the  passing  of  a  measure  of  Home  Rule, 
will  the  Prime  Minister  say  that  this  principle  of  devolution  or  Home 
Rule  all  round — 

Mr.  SPEAKER  :    That  will  be  next  Session. — Purl.  Deb.,  February  23. 

No  Information  about  Mr.  Russell's  Post. 

Captain  CRAIG  asked  the  Prime  Minister  whether  he  is  in  a  position 
to  state  the  name  of  the  new  Vice-President  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture 
and  Technical  Instruction  in  Ireland  ? 

The  PRIME  MINISTER  (Mr.  Asquith) :  I  regret  that  I  am  not  at  present 
in  a  position  to  give  the  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  the  information  he 
desires. 

Captain  CRAIG  :   Is  this  office  to  be  held  by  a  Member  of  Parliament  ? 

The  PRIME  MINISTER  :    I  do  not  think  so. 

Captain  CRAIG  :  Will  the  previous  procedure  which  was  followed 
be  followed  in  this  case  or  not  ? 

The  PRIME  MINISTER  :  I  have  said  I  cannot  at  present  give  any 
information. — Parl.  Deb.,  February  23. 

Captain  CRAIG  asked  the  Chief  Secretary  whether,  having  regard 
to  the  announcement  he  made  in  this  House  on  the  24th  April,  1907,  that 
it  was  the  fixed  intention  of  the  Government  that  the  office  of  Vice-President 
of  the  Department  of  Agriculture  (Ireland)  should  be  a  Ministerial  office, 
held  by  a  gentleman  sitting  on  the  Government  Benches  and  responsible 
to  this  House  for  the  work  of  his  Department,  he  would  state  the  reasons 
which  had  led  the  Government  to  change  their  fixed  intentions  and  allow 
this  office  to  be  held  by  a  gentleman  who  had  no  seat  in  this  House  ? 

Mr.  BIRRELL  :  There  has  been  no  change  in  the  fixed  intentions 
of  the  Government,  who  are  still  of  opinion  that  the  office  in  question 
should  be  a  Ministerial  Office,  held  by  a  gentleman  in  sympathy  with  the 
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party  in  power,  sitting  here  on  these  benches,  and  responsible  to  this. 
House  for  the  work  of  his  Department.  It  is  unfortunately  true  that  the 
Vice -President  lost  his  seat  at  the  recent  General  Election,  but,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  Prime  Minister,  it  is  only  right  to  allow  him  reasonable 
time  to  seek  re-election  elsewhere. 

Captain  CRAIG  :  May  I  ask  whether  this  position  of  Vice-President 
of  the  Irish  Department  of  Agriculture  will  be  held  by  a  person  holding 
a  seat  in  any  part  of  the  United  Kingdom  except  Ireland  ? 

Mr.  BERRELL  :  I  think  there  is  no  reason  whatever  why  the  Vice- 
President  should  hold  an  Irish  seat. — Pad.  Deb.,  March  10. 

Budget,  1909-10  (Irish  Taxation). 

Mr.  HAZLETON  asked  what  the  estimate  of  the  Treasury  now  was  of 
the  additional  taxation  imposed  upon  Ireland  for  the  current  financial 
year,  under  the  various  heads,  by  the  1909 — 10  Budget  ? 

The  CHANCELLOR  of  the  EXCHEQUER  (Mr.  Lloyd  George) :  The  amount 
which  will  be  received  from  Irish  sources  in  respect  of  the  new  and  additional 
taxes  included  in  the  Finance  Bill  before  31st  March  will  be  approximately 
£265,000.  If  the  Bill  ultimately  becomes  law  in  its  present  form  there 
will  have  to  be  added  to  this  about  £173,000,  which  ought  to  have  been 
collected  this  year,  but  will  not  be  received  until  next  year,  owing  to  the 
delay  in  passing  the  Bill.  This  will  make  the  total  Irish  contribution 
to  the  Revenue  proper  to  1909 — 10  £438,000.  Of  the  increased  expenditure 
for  which  the  Budget  proposals  are  intended  to  provide,  Ireland  receives 
the  advantage  of  £2,460,000  under  the  head  of  Old  Age  Pensions  alone. 
There  are  also  considerable  additional  charges  upon  the  Exchequer  in 
respect  of  the  legislation  of  the  last  two  Sessions  affecting  Land  Purchase 
and  University  Education,  as  well  as  increased  grants  for  elementary 
education  and  other  Irish  services.  The  total  advantage  to  Ireland  on 
the  expenditure  side  of  the  account  is  thus  not  less  than  £2,800,000. — 
Parl.  Deb.,  March  9. 

Mr.  LONSDALE  asked  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  what  was  the 
total  estimated  yield  from  additional  taxation  in  1910-11  and  in  future 
years  imposed  upon  Ireland  by  the  Finance  Bill,  1909,  and  what  was  the 
estimated  yield  from  each  tax  ? 

Mr.  LLOYD  GEORGE  :  It  would  be  contrary  to  precedent  for  me  at 
this  period  of  the  year  to  anticipate  my  financial  statement  by  giving 
estimates  of  revenue  for  1910-11  and  subsequent  years,  and  I  cannot, 
therefore,  see  my  way  to  add  to  the  information  which  I  have  already 
given  in  regard  to  the  incidence  on  Ireland  of  the  additional  taxation 
imposed  by  the  Budget  of  last  year. 

Mr.  LONSDALE  asked  what  are  the  taxes,  and  what  is  the  yield  from 
each  tax,  comprised  in  the  Treasury  estimate  of  £438,000  as  the  total 
Irish  contribution  in  1909-10  to  the  revenue  as  a  result  of  the  additional 
taxation  imposed  upon  Ireland  by  the  Finance  Bill,  1909  ? 

Mr.  LLOYD  GEORGE  :  The  figure  of  £438,000  quoted  in  the  question 
represents,  as  I  explained  in  the  reply  I  gave  to  the  questions  asked  me  on. 
this  subject  on  the  9th  instant,  not  the  Irish  contribution  to  the  revenue 
to  be  collected  in  1909-10,  but  the  Irish  contribution  to  the  revenue  proper 
to  the  year  of  which,  however,  a  portion  (approximately  £173,000);  will  not 
be  received  until  after  31st  March  owing  to  the  delay  in  passing  the  Finance; 
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Bill.  The  details  of  the  calculation  are  the  same  as  those  given  in  the  reply 
of  my  right  hon.Friend  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  to  a  question  addressed 
to  him  by  the  hon.  Member  for  North  Galway  on  27th  October  last  with 
the  omission  of  the  items  for  spirits  (£80,000)  and  stamps  (£17,000).  The 
reasons  for  these  variations  are  that  it  is  now  apparent  that  the  yield  of  the 
increased  rates  of  Spirit  Duties  will  be  less  than  the  yield  of  the  duties 
upon  the  former  basis,  while  the  higher  rates  of  Stamp  Duties  only  become 
operative  as  from  the  day  on  which  the  Finance  Bill  receives  the  Royal 
Assent. — Parl.  Deb.,  March  21. 

Mr.  GINNELL  asked  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  if  he  would 
state  all  the  stamp  and  other  duties  to  which  an  ordinary  agricultural 
farm  in  Ireland  of  the  capital  value  of  £1,000,  and  subject  to  a  purchase 
annuity  for  that  sum,  would  be  liable  on  the  death  of  its  owner,  on  con- 
veyance to  a  member  of  his  family,  and  on  sale,  respectively,  if  the  Finance 
Bill  of  1909  become  law,  as  compared  with  the  similar  liabilities  of  the 
same  farm  before  purchase  and  before  the  Finance  Bill. 

Mr.  HOBHOTTSE  :  On  the  assumption  that,  by  the  statement  that  the 
farm  is  "  of  the  capital  value  of  £1,000,"  it  is  meant  that  it  has  that  value 
over  and  above  the  redemption  value  of  the  purchase  annuity,  the  stamp 
duties  payable  before  purchase  under  the  Land  Acts  and  before  the  Finance 
Bill  would  be  on  conveyance  to  a  member  of  the  owner's  family,  10s., 
and  on  sale  for  £1,000,  £5.  After  purchase,  but  before  the  Finance  Bill, 
these  sums  would  be  10s.  (assuming  there  were  no  covenant  in  the  deed  to 
indemnify  against  the  liability  for  the  annuity)  and  £10  (if  sold  for  £1,000), 
respectively,  the  increase  from  £5  to  £10  on  the  conveyance  on  sale  resulting 
from  the  creation  of  a  charge  upon  the  property  and  the  consequent 
application  of  Section  57  of  The  Stamp  Act,  1891.  After  the  Finance 
Bill  the  stamp  duty  on  the  conveyance  to  a  member  of  the  family  would 
be  £10  in  respect  of  a  gift  of  the  value  of  £1,000,  with  £20  on  the  conveyance 
on  sale. 

No  statement  is  possible  in  regard  to  death  duties  in  the  absence  of 
more  specific  information. 

In  no  other  respect  would  the  Finance  Bill  affect  the  property,  seeing 
that  the  farm,  being  stated  to  be  an  ordinary  agricultural  farm,  would 
presumably,  on  the  occasions  in  question,  have  no  higher  value  than  its 
value  for  agricultural  purposes  only,  and  therefore  on  sale  would  pay  no 
increment  value  duty  whatsoever,  no  matter  how  large  a  price  mignt 
be  paid  for  the  farm  by  the  purchaser. — Parl.  Deb.,  March  23. 

Revenue  Contributions  and  Services  (Ireland). 

Mr.  CHARLES  ROBERTS  asked  for  an  approximate  estimate  for  the 
year  ending  31st  March,  1910,  of  what  will  be  the  revenue  adjusted  to 
give  the  true  contribution  of  Ireland,  and  the  total  expenditure  on  Irish 
services,  and  what,  if  any,  will  be  the  contribution  of  Ireland  to  Imperial 
services  for  that  year,  on  the  same  basis  as  the  calculation  in  the  Revenue 
and  Expenditure  Return  No.  208  of  Session  1909  ? 

Mr.   LLOYD  GEORGE  :    The  amount  contributed  by  Ireland  to  the 

revenue  of  the  current  financial  year  will,  so  far  as  I  am  at  present  in  a 

position  to  form  an  estimate,  be  approximately  £8,674,000.     The  estimated 

total  expenditure  upon  Irish  services  (incuding  the  Supplementary  grants 

.  of  this  Session)  is  £10,935,000.     The  revenue  from  Irish  sources  will  thus 
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be  insufficient  to  defray  the  cost  of  purely  Irish  services  by  approximately 
£2,261,000.  In  view,  however,  of  the  uncertainty  which  exists  with 
regard  to  the  amount  of  revenue  which  will  be  received  between  now  and 
the  end  of  the  financial  year,  these  estimates  are  very  conjectural.— Parl. 
Deb.,  March  9. 

Results  of  Radical  Rule. 

Mr.  LONSDALE  asked  what  was  the  authorised  establishment  of 
the  Royal  Irish  Constabulary  on  1st  January.  1906,  and  1st  January,  1910, 
respectively. 

Mr.  BIRRELL  :  On  1st  January,  1906,  the  authorised  force  was  9,500 
sergeants  and  constables.  On  1st  January,  1910,  it  was  10,250. 

Mr.  LONSDALE  :  Would  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  explain  how  it  is- 
with  such  a  large  force  of  constabulary  so  many  outrages  are  allowed  ? 

Mr.  BIRBELL  :  The  Irish  Constabulary,  be  they  large  or  small,  do  the 
best  they  can  to  obtain  what  evidence  they  can,  and  they  can  do  no  more. — 
Parl.  Deb.,  March  16. 

Mr.  LONSDALE  asked  what  was  the  total  amount  levied  in  respect 
of  extra  police  charges  in  Ireland  in  each  of  the  financial  years  1905-6  to- 
1908-9  ;  and  the  total  amount  claimed  in  respect  of  similar  charges  during 
the  nine  months  ended  31st  December,  1909,  exclusive  of  the  amounts 
paid  by  Belfast  and  Londonderry  under  the  special  provisions  applicable 
to  these  cities  ? 

Mr.  BIRRELL  :  The  charge  for  extra  police  (exclusive  of  the  payments 
made  by  the  Corporations  of  Belfast  and  Londonderry)  for  the  several 
years  mentioned  in  the  question,  and  for  the  half-year  ended  30th  September 
1909,  were  as  follows  :— For  1905-6,  £1,572;  for  1906-7,  £2,726;  for 
1907-8,  £13,933  ;  for  1908-9,  £26,256  ;  and  for  the  half-year  ended  30th 
September  last,  £12,723.  In  accordance  with  statutory  requirements 
the  claims  are  prepared  half-yearly  for  the  six  months  ended  30th  September 
and  31st  March.  No  figures  are  therefore  available  for  the  last  quarter 
of  1909.— Parl.  Deb.,  March  17. 

An  Abandoned   Trial. 

Captain  COOPER  asked  whether  the  Government  proposed  to  take 
any  action  against  the  persons  who  were  charged  with  conspiracy  at 
Riverstown,  county  Sligo  ? 

Mr.  REDMOND  BARRY  :  The  accused  in  the  case  referred  to  were 
tried  last  May  before  the  Lord  Chief  Justice  and  a  county  Dublin  jury. 
In  the  result,  the  jury  disagreed,  and  it  is  not  proposed  to  send  the  case- 
to  a  second  trial. — Parl.  Deb.,  March  2. 

Trial  by  Jury. 

Mr.  LONSDALE  asked  the  Attorney-General  for  Ireland  whether  his  atten- 
tion has  been  called  to  the  proceedings  at  the  quarter  sessions  at  Mary- 
borough, on  21st  January,  in  connection  with  the  trial  of  three  members  of 
the  United  Irish  League  on  a  charge  of  wounding  Edward  Kinch,  on  25th 
December,  at  Rathsaran  ;  whether  he  is  aware  that,  in  the  face  of  evidence 
supporting  the  charge,  the  jury  refused  to  convict  the  accused,  and  that 
the  judge  commented  upon  the  unsatisfactory  character  of  the  jurymea 
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who  tried  the  case  ;  whether  any  steps  were  taken  to  secure  an  impartial 
trial  of  this  charge  ;  and  what  further  action  he  proposes  to  take  in  the 
matter  ? 

The  ATTORNEY-GENERAL  FOB  IRELAND  (Mr.  Redmond  Barry) :  The 
jury  in  this  case  disagreed  as  to  one  of  the  accused,  and  the  trial  was 
postponed  to  the  Assizes  to  take  place  next  month.  As  the  matter  is 
still '  sub  judice  '  I  cannot  enter  into  a  discussion  of  the  recent  proceedings. 
Parl.  Deb.,  February  24. 

Police  Protection. 

Mr.  LONSDALE  asked  what  was  the  number  of  persons  receiving 
constant  police  protection  and  protection  by  patrols  throughout  Ireland 
on  1st  February  last  ? 

Mr.  BIRRELL  :  On  1st  February  last  sixty-eight  persons  were  under 
constant  police  protection,  and  263  under  protection  by  patrols. — Parl. 
Deb.,  March  16. 

Boycotting  Notices  in  Newspapers. 

Mr.  LONSDALE  asked  the  Chief  Secretary  whether  he  is  aware  that 
the  Longford  Leader  newspaper  of  the  6th  November  last,  published  a 
notice  in  [which  certain  persons  were  denounced  by  name,  and  the  boy- 
cotting of  these  persons  was  explicitly  advocated ;  and  whether  any 
proceedings  have  been  instituted  against  the  proprietor  of  this  newspaper 
And  others  which  publish  similar  notices  ? 

Mr.  BIRRELL  :  My  attention  was  not  previously  directed  to  the 
particular  publication  referred  to  by  the  hon.  Member.  I  am  aware, 
however,  that  similar  notices  and  reports  have  been  recently  published 
in  the  Longford  Leader  and  other  newspapers,  and  the  question  of 
taking  proceedings  with  a  view  to  stopping  such  publications  is  at  the 
present  moment  engaging  the  attention  of  my  right  hon.  Friend,  the 
Attorney-General. — Parl.  Deb.,  February  24. 

Captain  COOPER  asked  the  Chief  Secretary  whether  he  is  now  able 
to  state  what  action  is  to  be  taken  to  punish  the  proprietors  or  conductors 
of  Irish  newspapers  who  have  published  boycotting  notices  and  resolutions 
in  defiance  of  official  warnings,  and  to  prevent  the  publication  of  such 
notices  in  the  future  ? 

Mr.  BIRRELL  :  This  matter  is  under  the  consideration  of  my  right 
hon.  Friend,  the  Attorney-General. — Parl.  Deb.,  March  2. 

Mr.  LONSDALE  asked  whether  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  has  received 
a  letter  from  Mr.  Robert  Geelan,  appealing  for  protection  against  the 
action  of  the  United  Irish  League,  in  Clonguish,  county  Longford  ;  whether 
he  is  aware  that  the  Longford  Leader  newspaper,  of  29th  January,  1910, 
published  a  report  of  a  meeting  of  the  Clonguish  branch  of  the  United  Irish 
League,  held  at  Newtownforbes  on  Sunday,  23rd  January,  in  which  the 
boycotting  of  Mr.  Geelan  was  openly  advocated,  and  certain  persons 
were  called  upon  to  cease  having  dealings  with  Mr.  Geelan  and  others  ; 
and  whether  any  proceedings  have  been  instituted  against  those  who 
have  organised  this  boycott  or  the  proprietor  and  conductor  of  the  news- 
paper which  published  the  notice  and  resolutions  of  the  League  branch  ? 

Mr.  BIRRELL  :  I  have  received  a  letter  from  Mr.  Geelan  in  the  sense 
indicated  by  [the  hon.  {Member,  and  I  am  aware  that  the  Longfoxd  Leader 
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did  on  the  date  mentioned  publish  the  report  referred  to.  The  question  of  a 
prosecution  for  conspiracy  in  this  case  has  been  under  consideration,  but, 
on  the  evidence  available  up  to  the  present,  no  proceedings  could  be 
instituted. 

Mr.  LONSDALE  :  Will  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  give  instructions 
that  newspapers  which  publish  boycotting  notices  shall  not  receive  Govern- 
ment advertisements  ? 

Mr.  BIRRELL:  I  will  consider  that. — Parl.  Deb.,  March  16. 

Where  are  the  Culprits. 

Mr.  LONSDALE  asked  how  many  cases  of  intimidation  were  brought 
to  the  notice  of  the  Lord  Chief  Justice  at  the  recent  Clare  Spring  Assizes  ; 
and  how  many  individuals  were  made  amenable  in  such  cases  ? 

Mr.  BIRRELL  :  I  understand  that  twenty  instances  of  intimidation 
which  had  occurred  since  the  Winter  Assizes  were  brought  under  the 
notice  of  the  Lord  Chief  Justice  at  the  Clare  Spring  Assizes.  In  one  of 
these  cases  a  man  was  arrested,  but  the  Grand  Jury  found  no  bill. — 
Parl.  Deb.,  March  10. 

Intimidation  in  North  Tipperary. 

Captain  COOPER  asked  the  Chief  Secretary  whether  his  attention 
had  been  drawn  to  the  address  of  Mr.  Justice  Gibson  to  the  Grand  Jury 
at  the  North  Tipperary  Assizes,  in  which  it  was  stated  that  there  was  a 
certain  amount  of  intimidation  practised  in  the  county  with  a  view  to 
preventing  the  letting  of  grass  lands  and  preventing  sales,  and  whether 
any  steps  were  being  taken  in  this  district  to  restore  to  the  owners  and 
occupiers  of  such  land  full  liberty  of  action  without  hindrance  to  their 
daily  occupations  ? 

Mr.  BIRRELL  :  According  to  the  newspaper  report,  which  I  have  seen, 
the  learned  judge  would  appear  to  have  qualified  the  statement  referred 
to  by  the  hon.  Member  by  adding  that  he  did  not  say  that  intimidation 
was  prevalent.  I  am  informed  by  the  constabulary  authorities  that  it  has 
greatly  decreased  throughout  the  county  of  Tipperary  during  the  past 
year.  Wherever  there  has  been  intimidation  the  police  are  doing  all  they 
can  to  prevent  its  recurrence  and  to  detect  the  offenders. — Parl.  Deb., 
March  17. 

Intimidatory  Notices. 

Captain  COOPER  asked  the  Chief  Secretary  whether  he  was  aware 
that  notices  had  recently  been  posted  in  Kinvara,  threatening  with  death 
anyone  who  pays  rent  or  acts  as  a  traitor  to  his  fellow-tenants,  and  that 
the  notices  bear  a  photograph  of  a  coffin  with  a  skull  and  cr  oss-bones  and 
a  smoking  rifle  ;  and  what  steps  he  proposed  to  take  in  connection  with 
the  matter  ? 

Mr.  BIRRELL  :  Four  notices  of  the  kind,  written  in  pencil,  were  found 
posted  up  on  the  27th  of  February.  The  police  are  inquiring  into  the 
matter,  and  will  afford  protection  to  anyone  who  may  appear  to  need  it. 
—Parl.  Deb.,  March  10. 

The  M'Neill  Boycotting  Case. 

Mr.  LONSDALE  asked  the  Chief  Secretary  whether  his  attention  has 
been  called  to  the  state  of  affairs  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Arva,  in  county 
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Leitrim,  arising  out  of  the  boycotting  of  a  farmer  named  John  M'Neill ;  - 
whether  he  is  aware  that  M'Neill  was  called  upon  by  the  local  branch  of  the 
United  Irish  League  to  surrender  the  farm,  which  he  was  held  for  nearly 
thirty  years  and  much  improved ;  whether  he  has  been  boycotted  on 
account  of  his  refusal  to  give  up  the  farm  ;  whether  the  boycott  has  been 
extended  to  all  who  associate  with  him  or  supply  him  with  goods  ;  and 
whether  he  will  state  what  steps  have  been  taken  to  punish  those  responsible 
for  these  proceedings. 

Mr.  BIRRELL  :  A  Bill  is  being  sent  up  against  a  number  of  persons 
for  a  disturbance  in  connection  with  the  attempt  to  boycott  this  man. 
The  matter  is  therefore  "  sub  judice,"  and  it  would  not  be  desirable  to 
enter  into  any  further  particulars. 

Mr.  MOORE  :  Is  it  a  fact  that  this  man  is  severely  boycotted  irrespective 
of  the  particular  disturbance  ? 

Mr.  BIRRELL  :    There  is  no  doubt  that  the  man  is  boycotted. 

Mr.  MOORE  :  Is  he  boycotted  at  the  instance  of  the  Irish  National 
League  ? 

Mr.  BIRRELL  :   I  do  not  know. 

Mr.  LONSDALE  :  Is  it  a  fact  that  all  the  persons  boycotted  are  loyalists  ? 

Mr.  BIRRELL  :  I  cannot  ascertain  the  opinions  of  these  unfortunate 
persons.  I  admit  that  this  man  is  boycotted. — Parl.  Deb.,  February.  24. 

Captain  COOPER  asked  the  Chief  Secretary  whether  he  is  aware  that 
M'Neill,  of  Aughavas,  has  surrendered  his  farm  as  a  consequence  of  the 
severe  boycotting  to  which  he  and  many  others  connected  with  him  have 
been  subjected ;  and  what  protection  he  proposes  to  afford  in  such  case  ? 

Mr.  BIRRELL  :  I  am  informed  by  the  constabulary  authorities  that 
McNeill  has  not  surrendered  his  farm.  He  is  receiving  and  will  continue 
to  receive  ample  protection. — Parl.  Deb.,  March  10. 

Clarke  Boycotting  Case. 

Mr.  LONSDALE  asked  when  it  was  intended  to  bring  to  trial  the  persons 
charged  with  boycotting  conspiracy  against  Mr.  Charles  N.  Clarke,  of 
Thurles  ;  and  what  was  the  reason  for  the  delay  in  this  case  ? 

Mr.  BIRRELL  :  It  is  intended  to  bring  the  accused  to  trial  during  the 
next  legal  term,  opening  in  Dublin  on  April  15th.  While  the  cases  are 
pending  a  discussion  of  the  further  matter  raised  by  the  hon.  Member 
would  not  be  desirable. 

Mr.  LONSDALE  :  How  long  has  Mr.  Clarke  been  boycotted  and  under 
police  protection  ? 

Mr.  BIRRELL  :  The  hon.  Member  knows  as  well  as  I  do  that  he  has  been 
boycotted  and  under  police  protection  for  a  long  time,  but  I  cannot  give 
the  exact  date. — Parl.  Deb.,  March  17. 

A  "  Most  Disgraceful "  Case. 

Mr.  LONSDALE  asked  whether  attention  has  been  directed  to  the  appeal 
case  heard  at  the  Cavan  Assizes  on  4th  March,  in  regard  to  the  claim  of 
Mr.  Thomas  William  Abbott  for  malicious  injury  to  property,  and  to  the 
observation  of  the  Lord  Chief  Baron  that  the  evidence  in  the  case  was  the 
most  disgraceful  he  had  heard  for  eight  or  nine  years  ;  and  whether,  having 
regard  to,  the  fact  that  a  threatening  letter  had  been  sent  to  the  claimant 
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by  the  Aughavas  branch  of  the  United  Irish  League,  he  intends  to  institute 
criminal  proceedings  against  the  officials  of  that  organisation. 

Mr.  BIRRELL  :  I  have  seen  a  newspaper  report  of  the  learned  judge's 
observations.  I  am  informed  by  the  constabulary  authorities  that  the 
letter  referred  to  in  the  concluding  portion  of  the  question  was  anonymous, 
a,nd  that  there  is  no  proof  that  it  was  sent  by  a  branch  of  the  United  Irish 
League. — Parl.  Deb.,  March  16. 
Police  Protection  for  C.D.B. 

Mr.  LONSDALE  asked  the  Chief  Secretary  whether  he  was  aware  that  a 
meeting  of  the  Gurteen  branch,  county  Sligo,  United  Irish  League, 
expressed  its  opinion  that  any  person  occupying  any  portion  of 
Mr.  M'Dermott's  land  in  Lisbally  was  a  grabber  of  the  worst  type  and 
would  be  treated  as  such  ;  and  what  steps  he  proposed  to  take  to  prevent 
men  placed  on  the  land  by  the  Congested  Districts  Board,  which  had 
stripped  it  off,  from  being  subjected  to  intimidation  ? 

Mr.  BIRRELL  :    The  meeting  referred  to  took  place  indoors,  and  the 
police  are  not  therefore  in  a  position  to  say  what  happened  at  it.     The 
police  will  give  every  protection  which  may  be  necessary  to  persons  placed 
on  the  land  by  the  Congested  Districts  Board. — Parl.  Deb.,  March  10. 
Shooting  Outrages. 

Mr.  LONSDALE  asked  the  Chief  Secretary  if  he  will  state  the  number 
of  outrages,  both  agrarian  and  non-agrarian,  in  which  firearms  were  used, 
committed  in  Ireland  between  1st  January,  1909,  and  1st  March,  1910  ? 

Mr.  BIRRELL  :  During  the  period  mentioned  there  were  ninety-three 
agrarian  cases  in  which  firearms  were  used,  and  sixty-one  non-agrarian. — 
Parl.  Deb.,  March  14. 

Mr.  LONSDALE  asked  the  Chief  Secretary  whether  he  is  aware  that 
on  12th  February,  whilst  Mr.  R.  D.  O'Brien,  with  an  official  of  the  Land 
Commisson,  was  inspecting  a  farm  near  Ennis,  in  county  Clare,  a  number 
of  rifle  and  revolver  shots  were  fired  in  his  direction  with  an  intimidatory 
object,  and  whether  any  attempt  has  been  made  to  discover  the  persons 
-who  fired  the  shots  ? 

Mr.  BIRRELL  :  According  to  the  information  furnished  to  the  con- 
stabulary authorities  a  number  of  revolver  shots  were  fired  on  the  occasion 
in  question.  The  firing  party  were  not  seen,  and  it  cannot  be  said  in 
what  direction  the  shots  were  fired.  A  rifle  shot  was  subsequently  fired 
from  a  distance.  The  matter  was  not  reported  to  the  police  until  more 
than  twenty-four  hours  later.  They  then  instituted  inquiries,  but  so  far 
-without  result. — Parl.  Deb.,  February  24. 

Captain  COOPER  asked  the  Chief  Secretary  what  steps  he  proposed  to 
take  to  bring  to  justice  the  person  who  fired  at  a  man  named  O'Dwyer, 
in  county  Clare  ;  and  whether  O'Dwyer  was  so  intimidated  that  he  denied 
he  was  fired  at  at  all,  though  twenty  pellet  holes  were  found  in  his  hat 
and  one  in  his  ear  ? 

Mr.  BIRRELL  :  In  this  case  the  man  who  is  said  to  have  been  fired  at 
denies  the  truth  of  the  statement  and  refuses  to  give  any  assistance  to  the 
police,  who  therefore  see  little  prospect  of  bringing  his  assailant,  if  any,  to 
justice.  He  has  marks  on  his  face,  but  says  that  they  were  caused  by  the 
bough  of  a  tree,  and  his  cap  has  holes  in  it  such  as  would  be  made  by  shot. 
The  police  cannot  say  whether  he  is  intimidated  or  not. — Parl.  Deb., 
March  10. 
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The  Union  Jack  Prohibited. 

Captain  CRAIG  asked  the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  whether  he  could 
now  inform  the  House  regarding  the  case  heard  at  Newtownbutler  on  the 
21st  October,  1909,  in  which  Sergeant  Carroll,  R.I.C.,  was  charged  with 
assault  at  Maguiresbridge  ;  whether  the  assault  was  committed  in  an 
attempt  to  prevent  the  hoisting  of  a  Union  Jack  upon  private  grounds  ; 
whether  the  sergeant  stated  that  he  had  acted  under  authority  but  refused 
to  produce  his  authority  to  the  court  without  the  consent  of  the  Government ; 
and  whether  he  would  state  on  what  grounds  the  sergeant  was  authorised 
to  interfere  with  persons  who  were  hoisting  the  flag  of  their  country  on 
private  grounds  ? 

Mr.  BIRRELL  :  The  appeal  lodged  by  Sergeant  Carroll  was  heard  at  the 
Assizes  at  Enniskillen  on  the  5th  inst.,  by  the  Lord  Chief  Baron,  who 
held  that  a  technical  assault  had  been  committed  by  the  sergeant  in 
making  an  effort  to  prevent  the  erection  of  a  pole  at  Maguiresbridge,  and 
gave  nominal  damages  of  6d.  in  each  case  against  the  sergeant.  After  the 
pole  was  erected  a  Union  Jack  or  Red  Ensign  was  hoisted  upon  it,  and  this 
was  done  in  a  field  opposite  the  priest's  house  on  a  party  anniversary,  and 
presumably  as  a  party  emblem,  and  as  such  was  a  source  of  danger  to  the 
public  peace.  The  Lord  Chief  Baron  expressly  pointed  out  that  he  did 
not  decide  that  the  police  would  not  have  had  power  to  take  down  the  flag, 
as  this  question  was  not  before  him.  As  the  hon.  and  gallant  Member 
was  informed  on  the  4th  November  last  no  general  or  particular  instructions 
have  been  issued  to  the  Royal  Irish  Constabulary  with  respect  to  the  flying 
of  the  Union  Jack  on  private  property  or  elsewhere  in  Ireland. — Parl. 
Deb.,  March  10. 

A  League  Black  List. 

Captain  CRAIG  asked  the  Chief  Secretary  whether  his  attention  had 
been  drawn  to  the  meeting  of  the  Dromard  Branch  of  the  United  Irish 
League  on  27th  February,  when  the  branch  decided  to  publish  a  black  list 
of  all  who  would  not  join  ;  and  what  steps  he  proposed  to  take  to  protect 
the  persons  referred  to  from  intimidation  ? 

Mr.  BIRRELL  :  The  constabulary  authorities  are  not  in  a  position  to 
say  whether  it  was  decided  to  publish  a  list  such  as  is  mentioned  in  the 
question,  but  no  such  list  has  been  published  in  the  newspapers  or  otherwise, 
nor  has  any  complaint  been  made  to  the  police  on  the  subject. — Parl.  Deb. 
March  10. 

Two  Black  Spots. 

Mr.  CHARLES  CRAIG  asked  how  many  police  are  stationed  at  Craugh- 
well,  county  Galway,  at  present  and  how  many  at  Athenry ;  and  what 
were  the  numbers  of  police  at  these  two  places,  respectively,  in  January, 
1906? 

Mr.  BIRRELL  :  Thirty  police  are  at  present  stationed  at  Craughwell 
and  thirty-one  at  Athenry.  In  January,  1906,  there  were  seven  police 
at  Craughwell  and  fifteen  at  Athenry. 

Mr.  C.  CRAIG  :  What  is  the  necessity  for  such  an  increase  in  the  number 
of  police  ? 

Mr.  BIRRELL  :  The  condition  of  these  two  places  is  such  as  to  require 
the  presence  of  an  additional  number. 


April,  1910.]  Irish  Facts.  15 1 


Mr.  C.  CRAIG  :  Can  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  tell  us  whether  the 
condition  of  those  two  places  is  improving  at  the  present  time  or  getting 
worse  ? 

i     Mr.  BIRRELL  :    I  should  say  it  remains  pretty  much  the  same. — Parl. 
Deb,,  March  2. 

Cattle  Driving  Statistics. 

Mr.  LONSDALE  asked  what  was  the  number  of  cases  of  cattle-driving 
reported  to  the  constabulary  in  each  of  the  years  1907,  1908,  and  1909  ? 

Mr.  BIRRELL  :  In  1907  there  were  390  cases  ;  in  1908,  681  ;  and  last 
year,  200.— Parl.  Deb.,  March  17. 

Captain  CRAIG  (for  Mr.  Charles  Craig)  asked  the  Chief  Secretary 
whether  his  attention  had  been  called  to  a  cattle-drive  at  Ballynort,  in  the 
Ballysteen  district,  near  Askeaton,  when  150  head  of  cattle  were  driven  off 
the  lands  ;  and  whether  extra  police  were  to  be  drafted  into  the  district 
as  a  result  of  lawlessness  ;  and,  if  so  what  will  be  the  cost  to  the  ratepayers 
of  the  locality  for  the  extra  police  ? 

Mr.  BIRRELL  :  I  understand  that  on  the  night  of  the  7th  inst.  71  cattle 
and  73  sheep  and  lambs  were  driven  off  Ballynort  farm  on  to  the  adjoining 
lands,  and  were  driven  back  the  next  morning  by  the  owners.  No  extra 
police  are  being  drafted  into  the  district  in  connection  with  this  occurrence. 
It  is  an  isolated  case  of  lawlessness,  and  I  am  informed  by  the  responsible 
police  authorities  that  the  state  of  county  Limerick  is  at  present  most 
satisfactory. — Parl.  Deb.,  March  17. 

Mr.  LONSDALE  asked  what  was  the  number  of  distinct  cases  of  cattle - 
driving  tried  before  juries  in  each  of  the  years  1907,  1908,  and  1909  ;  and 
what  were  the  results  of  the  trials  in  such  cases  ? 

Mr.  BIRRELL  :  I  am  informed  by  the  constabulary  authorities  that  in 
1907  ten  such  cases  were  tried  before  juries,  resulting  in  one  conviction, 
three  acquittals,  and  six  disagreements.  In  1908  one  case  was  tried  before 
a  jury  and  resulted  in  a  conviction.  No  case  of  the  kind  was  tried  before 
a  jury  in  1909.— Parl.  Deb.,  March  16. 

Captain  COOPER  asked  the  Chief  Secretary  if  he  is  aware  that  the 
executive  of  the  United  Irish  League,  South  Louth,  recently  condemned 
the  action  of  Mr.  John  J.  McAuley  in  grazing  the  Dunlop  estate,  near 
Drogheda,  and  that  subsequently  on  the  night  of  Saturday,  19th  inst., 
his  cattle  were  driven  off  and  recovered  three  miles  away  by  the  police  ; 
and  if  he  will  state  what  steps,  if  any,  he  intends  to  take  to  protect  this 
man  in  the  pursuit  of  his  lawful  calling  ? 

Mr.  BIRRELL  :  A  report  has  appeared  in  the  newspaper  that  a  meeting 
was  held  on  the  13th  inst.,  at  which  the  action  of  those  who  took  grazing 
on  the  Dunlop  Estate  was  condemned,  but  without  mentioning  names. 
As  the  meeting  took  place  indoors,  the  police  cannot  say  what  actually 
took  place.  On  the  19th  inst.,  Mr.  McAuley's  cattle  were  driven  off  his 
lands  on  the  estate,  and  were  subsequently  recovered  as  stated  in  the 
question.  Every  effort  will  be  made  by  the  police  to  prevent  any  further 
interference  with  the  cattle  on  these  lands. — Parl.  Deb.,  February  24. 

Killing  Land  Purchase. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  O'BRIEN  asked  the  Prime  Minister  whether,  having 
regard  to  the  fact  that  during  the  three  months  after  the  passing  of  the 
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Irish  Land  Act,  1909,  only  137  occupiers,  representing  £37,775  worth  of 
land,  have  signed  agreements  for  purchase,  as  compared  with  a  rate  of 
some  50,000  tenant  purchasers  a  year,  representing  £20,000,000  worth  of 
land  per  annum  under  the  preceding  Act,  opportunity  will  be  given  at  an 
early  date  for  discussing  the  Motion  of  the  hon.  Member  for  West  Cork, 
calling  attention  to  the  grave  state  of  things  that  has  arisen  in  Ireland 
owing  to  the  virtual  cessation  of  land  purchase  outside  the  Congested 
Districts  ? 

The  PRIME  MINISTER:  I  cannot  agree  with  this  suggestion  which 
seems  to  be  implied  in  the  hon.  Member's  question  that  the  Act  of  last 
year  has  been  detrimental  to  the  policy  of  land  purchase.  But  for  the 
financial  provisions  contained  in  that  Act  a  continuation  of  land  purchase 
would  have  been  impossible.  Not  only  would  the  Government  have  been 
unable  to  make  advances  for  future  agreements  on  the  old  terms  without 
imposing  on  the  Irish  ratepayers  an  obligation  which  was  generally  admitted 
to  be  impossible,  but,  in  addition,  it  would,  for  the  same  reason,  have  been 
necessary  to  suspend  the  making  of  advances  in  the  case  of  fifty  millions' 
worth  of  pending  agreements.  The  Act  of  1909,  so  far  from  destroying 
land  purchase,  has,  in  our  opinion,  saved  it  from  imminent  destruction. 
The  pending  agreements  can  now  be  financed  without  loss  to  the  Irish 
ratepayers.  As  regards  new  agreements,  it  is  not  surprising  that  pending 
the  publication  of  the  rules  and  notices  required  by  the  new  Act,  there 
should  at  first  be  a  falling  off  in  the  rate  of  lodgment,  but  the  Government 
have  no  reason  to  doubt  that  land  purchase  will  proceed  under  the  new 
conditions.  In  the  present  state  of  Parliamentary  business  the  Government 
are  not  prepared  at  this  moment  to  give  facilities  for  a  discussion  of  the 
question. — Part.  Deb.,  March  9. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  asked  the  Chief-Secretary  for  Ireland  if  he  would  now 
say  whether  even  in  a  single  case  since  the  Land  Act  of  1909  passed,  an 
originating  agreement  to  purchase  had  been  adopted  ? 

Mr.  BIRRELL  :  Since  3rd  December  1909  (the  date  of  the  passing  of 
the  Irish  Land  Act,  1909),  eleven  originating  applications  in  respect  of 
estates  which  are  being  sold  direct  by  landlords  to  tenants,  and  nine 
originating  requests  in  respect  of  estates  proposed  to  be  sold  to  the  Com- 
missioners under  Section  6  of  the  Act  of  1903  have  been  lodged  with  the 
Estates  Commissioners.  The  number  bf  purchase  agreements  in  direct 
sales  lodged  since  3rd  December  is  161. — Parl.  Deb.,  March  10. 

Mr.  GINNELL  asked  the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  if  he  will  state 
the  number  of  cases  in  which  proceedings  for  sale  of  land  under  the  Land 
Purchase  Acts  were  begun  in  January  and  February  1910,  compared 
with  the  number  of  cases  in  which  similar  proceedings  were  begun  in 
January  and  February  of  the  three  preceding  years  ? 

The  CHIEF  SECRETARY  FOE  IRELAND  (Mr.  Birrell) :  The  number  of 
estates  in  regard  to  which  proceedings  for  sale  were  instituted  in  January 
and  February  of  each  of  the  years  mentioned  in  the  question  was  as  follows  : 
224  in  1907,  169  in  1908,  35  last  year,  and  four  this  year.— Parl.  Deb., 
March  15. 

National  University,  Ireland  (Affiliation  of  Colleges). 

Mr.  CHARLES  CRAIG  asked  the  Chief  Secretary  if  he  is  aware  that  St. 
Patrick's  College,  generally  known  as  Maynooth  has  been  affiliated  to  this 
college ;  and  whether  it  is  intended  that  Maynooth  shall  remain,  as  at 
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present,  a  training  college  for  the  Roman  Catholic  priesthood  ;  whether, 
under  the  terms  of  affiliation  of  Maynooth  with  the  National  University 
it  will  be  possible  for  a  Maynooth  student  to  become  a  graduate  of  the 
National  University  without  attending  lectures  at  that  University  or  ever 
leaving  the  precincts  of  Maynooth ;  and  whether  it  is  proposed  that  the 
degrees  awarded  to  Maynooth  students  shall  be  distinguished  in  any  way  from 
the  degrees  granted  to  ordinary  graduates  of  the  National  University  ? 

Mr.  BIRBELL  :  I  will  answer  these  three  questions  together.  I  under- 
stand that  St.  Patrick's  College,  Maynooth,  has  been  admitted  to  be  a 
recognised  college  of  the  National  University  in  the  subjects  included 
in  the  faculties  of  Arts,  Philosophy  and  Celtic  Studies.  This  matter 
was  before  the  Senate  at  three  of  its  meetings.  All  the  members  of  the 
Senate  were  present  at  one  or  other  of  those  meetings,  and  thirty-one  of 
the  thirty-nine  members  attended  the  last  of  the  three  meetings.  Under 
the  Act  of  Parliament,  Charter,  and  Statutes,  it  is  possible  for  a  student 
of  a  constituent  or  recognised  college  to  obtain  degrees  of  the  University 
without  attending  lectures  elsewhere  than  in  the  constituent  or  recognised 
college  of  which  he  is  a  member.  It  is  not  intended  to  make  any  distinction 
between  the  degrees  obtained  by  students  of  the  constituent  or  recognised 
college  otherwise  than  by  giving  in  the  published  University  Lists  the 
names  of  the  colleges  at  which  these  students  attended  their  courses  of 
studies. 

Mr.  C.  CRAIG  :  May  I  ask  whether  the  granting  of  degrees  to  persons 
who  have  not  been  in  residence  at  the  University  is  not  entirely  contrary 
to  the  spirit  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's  own  argument  when  the  Univer- 
sity Bill  was  before  the  Committee  last  year,  and  also  whether  it  is  not 
directly  contrary  to  his  refusal  to  allow  extern  students,  that  is  to  say, 
students  who  were  not  in  residence  at  the  University  to  have  the  benefit 
of  this  new  University,  as  they  had  the  benefit  of  the  old  Royal  University  ? 

Mr.  BIRRELL  :  No  one  knows  better  than  the  hon.  Member,  who  took 
an  active  part  in  the  discussion  of  this  measure,  that  the  whole  of  the 
question  as  to  the  students  was  left  to  the  Senate  of  the  new  University. 

Captain  CRAIG  :  Has  he  now  dropped  the  old  statement  that  the 
University  would  be  undenominational  ? 

Mr.  BIRRELL  :  I  do  not  think  the  House  would  desire  to  revive  the 
discussion  of  the  year  before  last.  • 

Mr.  C.  CRAIG  :  Was  it  not  definitely  refused  when  the  Bill  was  before 
Parliament  to  allow  extern  students  to  get  the  benefits  of  the  degree 
of  the  new  University — the  very  point  ? 

Mr.  SPEAKER  :  That  is  an  argumentative  question  on  the  action  of  the 
House.  * 

Mr.  C.  CRAIG  :  No,  on  the  action  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  not  of 
the  House. — Parl.  Deb.,  March  9. 
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February  27. — Mr.  J.  Dillon,  M.P.,  in  Manchester. 

March  4. — Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour  at  City  of  London  Conservative  Associa- 
tion, on  the  Government  and  the  Nationalist  Party. 

March  11.— Mr.  J.  Devlin,  M.P.,  at  Glasgow. 

March  13.— Mr.  J.  Devlin,  M.P.,  at  Motherwell. 

March  14. — Mr.  J.  Devlin,  M.P.,  at  Dumbarton. 

March  16. — Mr.  J.  Redmond,  M.P.,  at  Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

March  17. — Mr.  J.  Redmond,  M.P.,  at  Hotel  Cecil,  London. 

March  17. — Mr.  J.  Dillon,  M.P.,  at  Birmingham. 

March  17.— Mr.  T.  P.  O'Connor,  M.P.,  at  Liverpool. 

March  17.— Mr.  W.  Redmond,  M.P.,  at  Dublin. 

March  18. — Debate  in  House  of  Commons.- — On  administration  of 
Old  Age  Pensions  in  Ireland,  speeches  by  Mr.  Cullinan,  Mr.  Hobhouse,  Mr. 
A.  Chamberlain,  and  Mr.  Birrell. 

March  20.— Mr.  J.  Redmond,  M.P.,  and  Mr.  T.  P.  O'Connor.  M.P.,  at 
Liverpool. 

March  22.— Mr.  T.  P.  O'Connor,  M.P.,  at  Glasgow. 

March  29. — Lord  Londonderry  and  Mr.  W.  Long,  M.P.,  at  Portadown. 
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